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our Bleſſed Saviour, was the greateſt Secu- © . FB 5 i _ 
rity to Magiſtrates * Obedience witch 
it taught, and was fitted to enjoy no leſs?e 
Security under them by a Practice conformabſe to nn ; 5 W 
Doctrine. For our Saviour himſelf, not pretending 


to an Earthly Kingdom, took ſuch care thereſore to 2 88 | 135 5 : | 
inſtru his Followers in the due ſubje&ion to Gove·er 


nors, that, while they obſerved his Precepts, they = FE, 7 N 
could neither fall under any Jealouly of State asan' 


upon any other account 4 7 0 to * under 48 5 „ 
Publick Severity. So that in this only it could ſeem 8 DB 


_ pernicious to Government, that 


riſtianity, if rig 


agiſtracy uſeleſs, But altho he, who was Lord of all, 5 5 


7 
* 


Sets Was nevertheleſs contented to come in the Fo * =; 0 
and to le | the Emperor: and | 


* 
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exerciſed upon its own Principles, would render all e 


and to whom all Power was given both in Heauen and in „ 


HE Chriſtian Religion, as firſt Inſtituted „ 7 
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the World alone with the uſe of their Dominions z be 
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thought it good reaſon to retain his Religion under 


his own cognizance; and to exempt its Authority from 


their Juriſdiction. la this alone he was imperious, and 


_ Cuſtoms then received, and in the face of the Magi- 
ſtrate 5 but continually feaſoned and hardened his 
Diſeipies in the ſame Confidence and Obſtinacy. He 
tells them, They ſhall be brought before Kings and Gover- 
ors for his Name; but fear them not, he will be with 


them, bear them out, and juſtify it againſt all Oppoſi- 
their Duty to the Publick by any reſiſtance, in defi» 


ance of the Magiſtracy 3 but he inſtructed. and ani- 
mated them. in their Duty to God, in deſpight of 


Suffering. 


Ins this manner Chriſtianity did at firſt ſet out, and 
accordingly found reception. For altho our Bleſſed: 


— 


tion. Not that he allowed them hereby to violate 


Saviour, having fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, and the 


Death fer the Seal to his Doctrine, and ſhew the way 
toward Life and Immortality to ſuch as believing imi- 
tate his Example: Tet did not the Heatben Magiſtrate 

take the Government to be concerned in the Point of 

Religion, or upon that account conſent to his Execu- 

tion. Pontius Pilate then Governor of Judea, tho he 


were a Man unjuſt and cruel by” Nature, and ſerved 


Tiberius, the moſt tender, jealous, and ſevere in Point 


of State or Prerogative, of all the Roman Emperors: 


him, and that he was grown the Head of a new Sect 
that was never before heard of in the Nation, yet did: 


hot he intermeddle. But they were the Men of Reli- 
gion, the chief Prieſts, Scribes and Elders, and the 


; 
„„ 
— I 


time of his Miniſtry being compleated, did by his 


Tho he underſtood that great Multitudes followed 


— ; 5 — 


High- Prieſt Caiaphan. And yet, altho they accuſed him 
3 Ffalfly, That be taught that Tribute was not to be given to 
Ceæſar, that he was a Fifth-Monarch, and made him. 
ef a King; and (as it is uſual for ſome of the Clerg 
to terrify the Inferior Migiſtrates out of their Duty o 
F Fuſtice, under pretence of Loyalty to the Prince) 
7 threatned' Pilate, That if he let that Mar go he was not 
3 Cxſar's Friend; he underſtanding that they did it:our- 
3 of GEmny, and that the Juſtice and Innocence of our Sa-. 
' 3  viour was what they could not bear with, would have 
adventured all their Informing at Court, and firſt: 
3 have freed him, and then have exchanged him for Bar- 
 rabas;; ſaying, That he found no fault in bim; but he 
was overborn at laſt by humane weaknefi, and poorly 
_ imagined that by waſhing his own Hands; he had ex-: 
7 _ piatedhimſelf, and wiped off the Guilt 8 va 
'Z lone who were the occaſion. But as for Ieriur him® | 
ſelf, the growth of Chriſtianity did-never-increafe his: 
Cares of Empire at Rome, nor trouble his Sleep at Ca. 
prez - But he both approved of the Doctrine, and 
threatned the Informers with Death; nor would have 
ſtaid there, but attempted, according to the way of 
their Superſtition, upon the Intelligence he had from 
Pilate, to have received Chriſt into the number of their 
Deities: The Perſecution of the Apoſtles after his- 
Death, and the Martyrdom of Stephen happened not 
by the interpoſing of the Civil Magiſtrate in the matter: 
of Religion, or any diſturbance occaſioned by: their: 
Doctrines ; but aroſe from the High-Prieſt and his 
Emiſſaries, by ſuborned Witneſſes, ſtirring· up the Rab- 
ble in a brutiſn and riotous manner to execute their? 
cruelty. How would the Modern Clergy havetaken: _ 
and repreſented it, had they lived in the time of 8. Job, 
Bapriſt, and ſeen Jernſalem, Judæa, and all the Region 
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1 „ 5 
round about RY go out to be baptixed by him * 


4 that Herod, for any thing we read in Scripture, tbo 


be wanted not his Inſtillers, apprehended no Commo- 


tion: And had not Caligula barkſhed him and his Hero- 


dias together, might in all appearance have lived with- 
out any change of Government. *Twas ſhe that cauſed 
Jau impriſonment for the convenience of her Inceſt; 
Herod itideed feared him, but rather reverenced: him, 


46:4 juſt Man, and an boly ;, obſerved him, and when he. 


heard him he did many things, and heard him gladly. 


Nor could all her ſübtiſty have taken off his Head, but 
that Hero thought himſelf under the Obligations of 
a Dance and an Oath, and knew not in that caſe they 


oughtbath to be diſpe nſed with. But be was exceed- - 
ing ſarry at his Death, * few Princes are if Mew : 
tw lived to their jealouſy or danger. The killing 


Fawes, and impriſonment of Peter by that other 


rod was, legere he ſaw he pleaſed =- People, when 

the Prieſts had once ſet them a madding, a Complai- 
ſance to which! the moſt Innocent may be expoſed, 

| _ __ partakes more of Guilt than Civility or 
Wiſdom. 


But to find out what the diſintereſted * prudent 
Men of thoſe days took to be the wiſeſt and only ju- 


ſtiſiable way he the Magiſtrate to proceed in upon 


Matters of Religion, I cannot ſee any thing more 
than the concurrent Judgment of three Per- 


fo of ſo different Characters, and that lived fo 


far aſunder, that there can be no danger of their hav- 
ing:corrupted-one anothers Underſtanding in favour 


of Chriſtianity. 5 Gamaliel, the Deputy of Achaia, and 
the Town-clerk of Epheſus 3 the firſt a Jewiſh Doctor, 


by Sect a Phariſee, one of the Council, and of great 
3 with Fg 9 who (oben the * Pri 


3 QF was no leſs remarkable; 3 For one Deme 


0 * >. Es 


| them for pow Som —— the Cem be bad 49 | 


fore laid upon them) yet gave this Advice, confirming 
it with ſeveral freſh Precedents : Acts 5. Tb "they © 
3 ſhould take heed to themſelves what they intended io do 
with thoſe Men, and let them alone ; for if this Counſe, 
- faith he, or this Work be of Men, it will come io nonght 5 
7 butif it be of God, you cannot overthrow it, left ye be 
3 found fighting with God. So that his Opinion, 
3 grounded upon his beſt Experience, was, that the 
otherwiſe anblamable Set of Chriſtianity might ſafely, 
and ought tO be left to ſtand or fall by God 8. ory 
dence, under a free Toleration of the Magic 
ſecond was Gallio, Acts 18. a Romas, Deputy 1 2 
Achaia. The Fews at Corinth hurried Paul before his 
Tribunal, laying the uſual Charge againſt him, That 
8 perſwaded Men to worſhip God contrary to the Lame 
Which Gallio looked upon as ſo ſlight, and without 
his Cognizance, that altho moſt Judges are willing to 
7 the Juriſdiction of their Courts, He drove- 


#hene away, ſaving Paul the labour of a Defence, and 


told them, I it were 4 matter of Wrong, or wicked 
Lewdneſs, Reaſon would that he ſhould bear with them 5 

but if it be a queſtion” of Words and Names, and 0 3 
Law, look ye to it, F will be no judg of fuch 
Aud 8 had ſo id, Paul was releaſed, Wh the 
Greeks that were preſent took Barrabas, and before the 


Judgment Seat beat Soſthenes the chief Ruler of the Sy 


nagogue, and Ring- leader of the Accuſers. His Jadg- 
ment therefore was, that to puniſh Chriſtians merely 
for their Doctrine and Practice, unleß they were Ma- 
lefactors otherwiſe, was a thing out of the Magiſtrste: 
Province, and altogether unreaſonable. The — 
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t wos A a Silver-ſnith 'by trade, and made des f * 5 
, ſtirred up all the Free · men of his Company a- 
: 2 Paul, and indeed he ſtated the matter very fairly 
and honeſtly, aſſigning the true Reaſon of moſt of theſe 


_  Perſecutions: Je lum that by this-craft we have our 
wealth, but that by Paul's *Preaching that they be no Gods © 


which are made with hands, not Pie our Craft is in dan- 
ger to be ſet at nougbt, but alſo the Temple of the great God- 
40% and ber eMagnificence, whom all Aſia and the World 
_ worſhip; ſhould_ be deſpiſed and deſtroyed. Andit is con- 
ſiderable that even the Jews, though of a contrary 
Religion, yet fomented, as it uſually Happens, this 
difference, and egg d the Epheſians on againſt the A 
File and his Followers. But when they had brought 
Alexander, one of "Pars Companions,into the * f 


tze Recorder of Epheſus (more temperate and w 


than ſome would have been in that Office). rae” 
_ makeapy. Inquiſition upon the matter, nor put Alex 

der upon his tryal and defence, but (although * 
himſelf could not have born that Office without being a 
great Dianiſt, as he declared too in his diſcourſe) he 


74 tells the People, They had brought thoſe men who were 


neither * of Churches nor "Blaſphemers of their God- 
deſi, (for that Judg would not condemn men by any 
| Jnferences or Expoſitions of old Statutes,which os 4 
ter was Julians practice, and is ſince imitated) and 1 
fore i Demetrius and bi. Crafts-men had fie matter a- 
gainſi them, the Law was open, and it ſhould be determined 
Ina Lawful Aſſembly, but that the whole City was in dan- 
ger #0 be called in — for that Uproar, there being no 
_ cauſe whereby they might give account of that Concourſe. 
And by this he plainly enough ſignified, that if Paul 
adh r ein * e Ele they 


might 
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That it is matter of right and wrong betwixt man and 
man, that the Juſtice of Government looks to: but 


that, while Chriſtianity was according to its own Prin?n 
ciples carried on quietly,it might ſo fall out that the di- 
ſturbers of it were guilty of a Riot, and their great 

City of Epheſis deſerve to be ſin d fort. And taking 


this to have been ſo, he diſmiſt the Aſſembly, Ac, 19. 


Afier theſe Teſtimonies which I have collected out 


- might well be indicted, but that Demetrius had no - 
more reaſon in Law againſt them, than a Chandler 
might have had, if by Pauls Preaching Wax-tapers, 
as well as Silver-Candleſticks had grown out of faſhion : - 


of the Hiſtory of the As, as of greateſt Authority, 


I ſhall only add one or two more out of the fame Book, 
wherein Paul likewiſe was concern d before Heathen 


Magiſtrates of greater eminence, Ad, 23. Ananias 


| the High Prieſt (theſe always were the men) having 
countenanc d and inſtigated the Jews to a Conſpiracy, 
in which Paul's Life was indanger'd and aim'd at, Ly- 


as the chief Captain of Feryſalews interpoſes, and ſends 


him away to Felix then Governour of Judæa; figni- 


fying by Letter, That he had only been acenſed of queſti- 


ons of their Law, but he found nothing to be laid to his 
Charge worthy of Death or of Bonds. Whereof Felix 
| alſo, though the High-Prieſt was ſo zealous in the Pro- 


ſecution that he took the journey on purpoſe, and had 


inſtructed an exquiſite Orator TertuUws to harangue 
Paul out of his Life, as a Peſtilent. fellow, a mover of 


 Sedition, and Ning - leader of the Sect of the Nazarenes, 


not omitting even to charge Lyſas for reſcuing him by | 


great violence from being murderd by them, was ſo 8 
well ſatisfied of the contrary upon full hearing, that 


he gave him his Liberty, and 2 Centurion for his Guard, 


witb command that none of his acquaintance ſhould be de. 
land from coming and miniſiring-to bin., But being | 
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indeed to leave his Government afterwards, left bim in 


Priſon, partly to ſne the Jews and their High. Prieſt 


1 another piece of complaiſant Policy, which tis poſſible 
they paid well for, ſeeing the other reaſon was, becauſe 
to he had ſent for Paul the iner, and communed with 


him, in hopes that he would have given him mony to be diſ- 


charged; there came nothing of it. Which was ſo baſe 


a'thing in ſo great a Miniſter, that the meaneſt Juſtice 


of the Peace in England would ſcarce have the face to 

do ſo upon the like occaſion. But his Succeſſor Feſtus, 
| having called Arippa and Bernice to hear the Cauſe, 
f three were of Opinion that twas all on the Jews 


fide Calumn — hep Impertinence, but that Paul had done 
Death or of Bondi, and might have been 


et free, but that 1 — appeal fo Cxſar,he muſt be tranſ-. 


-mitted'to him in fafe Cuſtody. Such was the ſenſe of - 


_ thoſe upon whom the Rmperors then relied for the 
Government and Security of their Provinces: and fo 


groſs were their Heathen Underſtandings, that they 
could not yet comprehend how Quietneſs was Sedition, . 
or the Innocence of the Chriſtian Worſhip could be 


 ſubjecteo Forfeiture or Penalty. Nay, when Paul ap- 


an onethe firſt Beginner and Author of our phniſhment, 


for there is 2 5 that hath read of him, but muſt under- 
- Shen ſome great good to have been in that Dodirine, other 


* Nero would not have condemned it. 
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rd even before Mero himſelf, and had none to ſtand = 
y bios, but all forſook him; he was by that Emperor ac- 
nitted, and permitted a long time to follow the work 
of his Miniſtry, Tis true, that afterwards this Nero 
had the honour to be the firſt of the Roman Emperors . 
that perſecuted Chriſtianity 5 whence it is that Ter- 
. 9 5 his Apolog etick faith ; We glory in having ſuch 
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hundred Tears lay ſubject to Perſecution, For 
the Gezrtile Prieſts could not but obſerve a great 
decay in their Pariſhes, a neglect of their Sacrifices, _ 
and diminution of their Profits by the daily and viſible 
Increaſe of that Religion. And God in his wiſe Pro- 
ence had ſo ordered, that as the Jem, already, fo 
the Heathens now having fill d up their meaſure with 
niquity, ſprinkling the Blood of his Saints among their 
- Sacrifices 5' and the Chriſtians having in a fevere Ap-: 
. prentiſhip of ſo many Ages learned the Trade of 
Suffering, they ſhould at laſt be their own Maſters, and 
admitted to their Freedom: + Neither yet, even in 


* 


thoſe times when they lay expoſed to Perſecution, were 
they without ſome Interyals and catching ſeaſons of 
Tranquillity, wherein the Churches had leiſure to reap 
- © conſiderable advantage, and the Clergy too might have 
been inured, as they had been exemplary . under Af 
flictiop, ſo to bear themſelves like Chriſtians when they 
| ſhould arrive at a full proſperity. - For as oft as there 
came a juſt Heathen Emperour and a lover of Man- 
kind, that either himſelf obſerved, or underſtood bx 
the Governours of his Provinces, the innocence: of 
their Religion and Practices, their readineſs to pay 
Tribute, their Prayers for his Government and gerlon, 
their faithful Service in his Wars, but their Chriſn 
Valour and Contumacy to Death under the moſt exqui- 3 
ſite Torments for their holy Profeſſion, he forthwith re: 
lented, he rebated the Sword of the Executioner, ani 
could not find in his heart or in his power to uſe it a2 
- gainſtthe Exerciſe of that Religion. It being demonſtra- ' - 
. and man, Love to one another, yea even their Enemies, . 2 ne ET. 4 
Obedience to the Magiſtrate in all Humane and Moral!!! 
Matters, and in Divine Worſhip, upon a conſtant exers. + - 
ciſe thereof, and a8 * Suffering in that Cauſe. 
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- without any. pretence or „ Bike Job: Reſiſtance, can- 
not, ſo long as it is true of it (elf in theſe things, fall 
within the Magiſtrates Juriſdiction. | 

But as it firſt was planted without the Mayiſtrates 
hand, and the more they pluck d at it, ſo much the 
more (till it flouriſned, ſo it will be to the end of 
the World: and whenſoever Governors have a mind to 
try for it, it will by the fame means and method ſooner 
ox later foil them 5 but, if they have a mind to pull 
up that Mandrake, it were adviſable for them not to do 
it themſelves, but to chuſe out a Dog for the Imploy- 
ment. I confeſs. whenſoever a Chriſtian tranſgreſſes 
theſe bounds once, he is impoundable, or like a Wafe 
and Stray whom Chrift knows not, he falls to the Lord 


of the Mannor. But otherwiſe de cannot ſuffer, he is 


invulnerable by the Sword of Juſtice : only a man may 
ſwear and Tn himſelf to kill the firſt honeſt man he 
meets, which hath been and is the caſe of all true 
- Chriſtians worſhipping God under the Power and vio- 
lence of their Perſecutors. - 

But the Truth | is, that even · in thoſe times which | 
| ſome men now, as oft as it is for their advantage, do 
.- conſecrate under the name of Primitive, the Chriſti- 


ans were become guilty of their own puniſhment : : and 


had it not been, as is moſt uſual, that the more Sincere 
Proſeſſors ſuffered promiſcuouſly for the Sins and 


Perſecutors may be look d upon as having been the 
due Adminiſtrators of Gods Juſtice.” For (not to go 
dice if we conſider but that which is reckoned the 


were they after nine preceding, that no other could be 
See which Euſebius l. 3. c. 1. ſadly laments, 
- who having related how before the Chriſtians m_ 3 
Fs 155 and n in 2 the | 
Za | _ arcs 


Crimes of thoſe that were Carnal and Hypocrites, their. 


Tenth Perſecution under Diocleſſan, fo incorrigible 


— 


* ” 
* _ =— 
8 8 . . ö K 
N % Fo . » — : . 
* * ; . 5 7 
a 1 3 
a 7 N Xl : 2 . : 5 # ; 
2 ? @ 2 4 F . : o a 
12 a = F „ 
a 4 3 . 
e 8 f * c 


£ 


beloved, eſteem d and reverenced ly all Man” 


Church were fl a 


kind,and by the Preſidents of the Provinces ; the Meetings 
in all the Cities were ſo many and numerous, that it was 


goodly 


3 goody C. with 
aud to ſuch an height that no envious Man could diſturb. 


them, no. Devil could hurt them; as long as walking Jeb 
. worthy of thoſe mercies,they were under the Almighty's care 
and protection 7 that our Affair by that too much Li. 
berty degenerated into Luxury. and Lazineſs, and ſome 
proſecuted others with. Hatred and Cortumely, and almoſt: | 
all of us wounded our ſelves with the weapons of the Tongue: © 
in ill language, when * Biſhops ſet upon *Bifhops, and the: 

people that belonged to one of theme ſtirred Sedition againſt + 

3 the people of another; then horrible Hypocriſy' and De 

mulation ſprang up to theutmoſt extremity of Malice, and. 

. the Judgment of God, while yet there was liberty to mees in. 
Congregations, did ſenſibly and. by ſteps begin to wiſit ns, 
the Perſecution at firſt diſcharging it ſelf upon our Bre- 
 thren that were in the Army. But we having no feeling of 
the hand of God, nor indeavouring to make our peace' with 
bim, and living. as if we believed that God did neither: 
take notice of our 'Tranſgreſſions nor would viſit us for tbem, 
we heajed up Iniquity upon Iuiquity. And thoſe who ſeem- 
ell to be our Paſtors, trampling under foot the rules of Pie- 

, were inflanied among themſelves with mutual Content 
ons; and while they minded nothing elſe but to exaggerate. 
their Quarrels, Threats, Emmlation, Hatred and Enmi- © 


3 meceſſary and allow'd them to ere in every one ſpacious nc 


Churches ; all things went on proſperouſty with them, 


lies, and eargeſily each of them purſued his particular Am" . 
bition in a Tyrannical manner, then indeed the Lord, then 83 „ 


8 TI fay, according to the voice of the Propbet Jeremy, he co- 


 caft down from Heaven unto Farb the beaxty of lirael, t  .- o 
rexvembred not his fuot-ſtookin the day of his anger. Ad oY 


ſo the Pious Hiſtorian pathetically goes on, and 
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which Chriſti 


one, the longeſt too that ever happened, ten 


years from his beginning of it,and continued by _ 


by which time one might have thought the Church 


would have been ſufficiently winnowed, and nothing 
left but the pure Wheat, whereas it proyed quite con- 
_ -trary, and the holieſt and moſt conſtant of the Chri- 


ſtians being blown away by Martyrdom, it ſeem'd by 


the ſucceeding times as if nothihg but the Chaff and the N 
Tares had remained. But there was yet ſuch a Seed left, 


and notwithſtanding the defection of many, ſo internal 


a Virtue in the Religion it ſelf, that Diocleſtanxould no 


_ ſtand againſt it, and tired out in two years time, 
was glad to betake bimſelf from rooting out Chriſtianity, 


to Gardening, and to ſow Pot-herbs at Salons. And he 
wich his Partner Maximianus, reſigned the Empire to 
Galeria and Conſtantins, the excellent Father of a more 
rious and Chriſtian Son, Conſftentine the Great, who 
by a chain of Gods e- 
traordinary Providences ſeemed to have been let down 


in due ſeaſon ſucoeeded him, and 
from Heaven to be the Emperor of the whole World, 


and as I may ſay, the Univerſal Apoſtle of Chriſtianity, | 
I tis unexpreſſible the Vertue of that Prince, his Care, 


| bis ag bee, his Liberality, his own. Example, every 


e true Religion and Piety. 


ic he, than to ſnew a 
i , providing largely 
M to00on heir * themſelves worthy 


ores the Calamities that inſued, to.the loſs of. all * 
Wt of Reputation, Advantage, Liberty and Safety, 
n people had by true Piety and adhering 

trictly to the Rules of their Profeſſion formerly ac- 1 
wired and injoyed, but had now forfeited and ſmartd 

| | deſerved under Diocleſian's Perſecution. And it was 4 


* — , 1 5 - | . 8 | C ? 1 
en BY e 4 HSM BS 6 


thing that could poſſibly tend to the promotion and in- 
Ty And in order 
th chat he thought he could not do ä — indeed 
13 5 i | Fo hh peculiar Reſpe to the Clergy E 
for their ſubſiſtence, 


of - | 


e 


of their High Calling, and known to'make right uſe of. 
the advantages of his Bounty to the ſame ends that they 


were by him intended. For if the Apoſtle, 1 Li. 5. 


17. requires that an Elder, provided he rule well, 5 5 
accounted worthy of Double — eſpecially thaſs 


bour in the Word and Dodrine, it excludes not a Tri- 


ple or any further proportion; and indeed there can 
not too high a value be ſet upon ſuch a Perſon: and 


God forbid too that any meaſure of Wealth ſnould ren- 


= a 'Clergy-man Uncanonical- But alas, Biſhops 


were already grown another Name and Thing than 


3 at the Apoſtles Inſtitution; and had fo altered their 


property, that Paul would have had much difficalty- 
by all the marks in 1 Tn. 3. to have known them. 


Tbey were ill enough under Perſecution many of them; 
but that long and ſharp Winter under Diocleſian, being 


ſeconded by ſo warm a Summer under Conſtantine, pro 


duced a Peſtilence, which as an Iufection that ſeizes 


ſometimes only one ſort of Cattel, diffuſed it ſelf moſt 
remarkably thorow the whole Body of the Clergy. 
From his Reign the moſt ſober Hiſtorians date that New 


Diſeaſe which was ſo generally propagated then, and 
ever ſince tranſmitted to ſome of their Succeſſors, that 


it hath given reaſon to inquire whether it only happen- 
ed to thoſe men as it might to others, or were not in · 
herent to the very Function. It ſhow'd it (elf firſt in 


Ambition, then in Contention, next in Impoſition, and 


after theſe Symptoms broke out at laſt like a Plague - 
"FF Sore. in open Perſecution. The Biſhops who be- 


gan to vouch themſelves the Succeſlors of Crit, or at 


leaſt of his Apoſtles, yet pretended to be Heirs and 
Executors of the Jewiſß High · Prieſts and the Heathen, * 
Tyrants, and were ready to prove the Will. The 5 ag es 
norant Fews and Infidels underſtood not how. to 2 8 N 
2 Macy has no eee to meddle ERS A ion, e 


e whola-. 


% 


= | ; | 
clic Hand; was hallowed to be Church-govern- - - 
ment, and the Care of a Dioceſs. But that I may 


_— 


— 
6 - 


Zut ſo much I fin 


but the Biſhops had ſtudied the Scriptures, knew bet- 


1 


not ſeem to ſpeak without book, or out · run the Hi- 


ſtory, I ſhall return to proceed by thoſe degrees I 
newly mention d, whereby the Chriſtian Religion was 
uſurped upon, and thoſe things became their Crime 
which were their Duties. . . 


0 — 


The firſt was the Ambition of the Biſhops, which 
nad even before this taken its Rife, when in the Inter- 
' vals of the former Perſecutions the Piety of the Chri- 
ſtians had laid out ample Proviſions for the Church; 
but when Conſtantive not only reſtored all thoſe which 

had been all confiſcate under Diocleſian, but was every 


day adding ſome new Poſſeſſion, Privilege, or Honor, 


à Biſhoprick became very deſirable, and was not only 
4 good Work, but a good Thing, eſpecially when there 
was now no danger of paying, as it was uſual, formerly. 
their Firſt-fruits to the Emperor by Martyrdom. The 
Arts by which Ambition climbs, are Calumny, Diſſi- 
mulation, Cruelty, Bribery, Adulation, all applied in 
their proper places and ſeaſons; and when the Mann 
hath attained his End, he ordinarily ſhows himſelf then 
in his Colours, in Pride, Opiniatry, Contention, and 
all other requiſite or incident ill Qualities. And if te 
Clergy. of thoſe times had ſome more dextrous and in- 
nocent way than this of managing their Ambition, it is 
to be lamented inter Artes Deperditas, or lies enviouſly 


- 
py 


hid by ſome 1 Bookworm in his private Library 


* 


— 


that both before, and then, and af 
ter, they charg d ſuch Crimes on one another, that a Man 
would ſcarce think he were reading an Hiſtory of Bi- 
mops, but a Legend of Devils: and each took ſuch 
e * 


* 7 


ter things 3 and the fame, which was Cruelty and Ty- | 


in the Heathens, if done by a Chriſtian and E-. 
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to the ground without delay or controverſy, G. Eul. 
J. 3. c. 62. de vita Conſtantini. Now the ſtory the Bi- 
ſhops tell of Novatis the Author of that Sect, Euſeb. 

I. 6. c. 42. is in the words of Cornelius the Biſhop of 


Rome, the very firſt Line; But that you map know that 


r en him) 469! be might eee, 
3 Ambition, he for a beiter cover to hit. Ar 5 | 
= ſome Confeſſors into bis Society, &c. and goes on calling 


— 


this brave Novatus did even before that affect to be a Biſhop . 


him all to nought; but then, ſaith he, be came with two 


2 . 
nn 
6 8 * 5 * 


- 
* 


is Arrogance, bad got 


* 


, 


| Reprobates. of his own Hereſy inio a lutle, the very leaſt. 
= ' 7 x > 2 k | 2 4 a. | + = ; vet « | ho 7 k . 


Shire 


— T3 'P = 
| Sire of ly, Iy, and by their meant dere FIN F frow- 
ple bigh-ſhoon Biſhops, wheedling them that 'they muſt with —þ 
all. ſpeed go to_Rame, ami there meeting with other B.. 
pops, all atters ſhould be reconciled. And when he bad - 
WL thither, theſe three filly Fellows, ar I ſaid, not be- 

* ing aware of bis coming, be had prepar d a company of 
Rogues Ble bimſe elf, that treated them in à private Room 
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ver ry freely, an ard having thwackd their bellies and heads Jull 
with Meat and Drink I'd the poor drunken Biſhops © © 


by an imaginary and vain jon of Hundt, to male 
Novatus alſo a "Biſhop. ME nor one of the ſame Or- 
der now better have conceaP'd theſe things had they © 
been true? but fuch was the diſcretion. Then he tells, 
that one of the three returned foo after, tepenting it 
- ſeems next morning, and ſo he revered him again: into - 
_ theCharchumothe Laick Cummumom; but for the o- 
ther two he had ſent Succeſſors into hel Places, And 
yet aſter all this ado, and the wherting of Co ſtantine, Son- 
_ traty to his own Nature and his own Declarations, a:: 
gainſt the Nyvatians, I cannot find their Hereſy to have 
been other than that they were the Paritans of thoſe 
times, and a fort of Nonconformiſts that could have 
ſubſeribed ro the Six and thirty Articles, but differed + 
only in thoſe of Diſcipline 3 and upon fome Egormities 
therein ſeparated, 875 (which will always be ſuffici-- 
ent toqualify an Heretick) they inftituted Biſhops of 
their own in moſt places. And yet afterwards in the 
times of the beſt Homoouſtan Emperors, a ſober and 
ſtrily Religious People did fo conſtantly adhere to 
them, that the Biſhops of the Church too found meet 
to, ive ther fair quarter 3 foraſmuch as they differ d n Þ 
| undam:ntals, and therefore were of 97 fo fem . 
coef Hereticks that were more dangerous and dliametri - 
cally oppoſite to Religion : : Nay. mſomuch, that even 
the nome of C 3 x of 1 notwith®. 
| 8 "uy 


SIE 2 rr —— 


= -a__ have their Biſhops too, Altar again 


ce ( « „ 
Gandim that FORD ks Point * Intereſt of piſs: 
pacy, ſuffered the Nowatiar Biſhops to walk cheek by 
joul with them in their own: Dioces until that, as 
. 7. c. 11. tht er of ac  heving as it were 
| bounds of "Prieſthood, pon 4 into 4 Secular 
| 8 and th ward the Roman Biſhops woietd 
not ſuffer their. Meetings with Security; hut abo they com- 
mended them for their Com ſent in — ſame Faith mib 
them, yet took away-ell their Eſtates, But at Conſtantino- 
dle they n to fare better, the Biſhops of that 
Church embracing the Novatians, and giving them free 
liberty to keep their Conwenticles im their Churches. What, 
Altar? A 
Condeſcenſion, which as our Nonconformiſts ſeem not 
to deſite or think of, ſo the Wiſdom of theſe times 
would Iſuꝑpoſe, judg to be very unreaſonable, but rather 
that it were fit to take the other courſe, and that what- ' 
ſoever Advantage the Religion might probably receive 
from their Doctrine and Party, tis better to ſuppreſs 
them, and make havock both of their Eſtates and Per- 
ſons. But however the Hereticks in Conſtantines 
time had the leſs reaſon to complain of ill Meaſure, - 
ſeeing it was what the Biſhops meted by among them- 
| ſelves. I paſs over that Controverſy betwixt Cecilianus 
the Biſhop of Carthage and his Adherents, with another 


| 1 ſet of Biſhops there in 4frick, upon which Conſtantine 


ordered ten of each Party to appear before Mzltiades 
the Biſhop of Rome, and others, to have it decided. 
Yet bs. they had given Sentence, Conſtantine found it 
neceſſary to cok, a Council for a review of the Buſineſs, 

as in his Letter to Chreſtas the Biſhop of Syracuſe, Euſeb. 


l. 10. c. 6. Whereas ſeveral have formerly ſeparated from 


the Catholick Hereſy (for that word was not yet ſo — 5 n | 


3 naturd, but that it might ſometimes be yſcd inits 
per and good Senſe) and then relates his Commiſſion 


TN * LES 8 > - 


to hes Biſhop of 88 ess But TO: ar 
Joe having — careleſs of their 'own- Salvation, and for- 
getting the: Reverence due to that moſt holy Hereſy (again) 
will not yet-lay own their Enmity, nor adavit the Sentence 
that hath been given, obſtinately" affirming that they were 
but a. few that pronounced the Sentence; and that they did 
it very precipipately, before they had duly inquired of the 
Matter: and from whence it hath happened that both they 2 
. - who-ovght to have kept a brotherly and unanimous Agree- 
| ment together, do abominably and flagitionſly diſſent from Þ 
.- me 4— and ſuch mhoſe minds are alienated from te 
| mot holy Religion, do make a mockery both of it and them. © 
 Therefore/T,. & c. have commanded very many Biſhops ont : 
of irn merable places to meet at Arles, * Os ought 10 
© bavebeer quieted upon the former Sentence propouncled, maß 
nom at leaſt be determined, &c. and you to be one of them, | 
 anditherefore I haue ordered the. Prefe# of Sicily to fur- | 
 niſh-you. with one of the "Publick Stage-( vackes, and 7 71 
man Servants, S c. 1 
Zauch was the uſe then of Stage · Coaches Poſt Horſes, "_ 
= and Councils, to the great diſappointment and grie: 
voance of the mary - both Men, and Horſes, and Leather 
being hackney d, jaded, and worn out upon'the'Errand #3 
of ſome contentious and obſtinate Biſhop.” So went 
the Affairs hitherto, and thus well diſpoſed and pre- 
pared were the Biſhops to receive the Holy Ghoſt a ſe· 
cond time, at the great and firſt General Council of 1 
Mice, which is ſo. much celebrated. ö F 
The occaſions of calling it were tc The firſt 75 x 
4 mold important Queſtion, in which the Wit and Piety + 
of their Predeceſſors, and now theirs ſucceſſively, had ' 3 
been much exerciſed and taken up; that was, upon 
what Day they ought to keep Eaſter, which tho it were 
no Point 91 Faith that it ſhould be kept at all, yet the ve 
„ * ä of 1 it was oontroverted with thefame _ =_ 
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a Ds as s heavy ado 1 the Church as if both Partice 
had been Hereticks. And its reekoned by the Church- 


Hiſtorians as one of the chief Felicities of Conſtantine 
Empire, to have quieted in that Council this main Con- 


rroverſy. The ſecond Cauſe of the aſſembling them 


here was indeed grown, as the Biſhops had order d N 8 


a matter of the greateſt Weight and — — to 
the Chriſtian Religion; 3 one Arius having, as-is related, 
to the diſturbance of the Church, ſtarted a moſt per- 


- nicious Opinion in the Point of the Trinity. There- 


fore from all-parts.of the Empire there met together at 
— of Nice 250 Biſhops and better, faith, Erſebas, 
à⁊ goodly Company; 318 ſay others; and another Au- 
thor has this pithy Remark, That they were equal 
| almoſt to the number of Servants bred up in —— Houſe of 
Abraham. The Emperor had accommodated them 
every where with the Public Poſts, or laid Horſes all 
along for the convenience of their Journey thither, and 
all the time they were there ſupplied them — a 
with all ſorts of Proviſion at his own Charge. And 
when they were all firſt aſſembled in —— in the 
great Hall of the Imperial Palace, he came in, having 
put on his beſt Clothes to make his. Gueſts welcome 3 
and ſaluted them with that profound Humility, as if 
they had all been Emperors, nor would ſit down in bis 
| Ekrone, tho it was a very little and low Stool, till they 
had all beckoned and made ſigus to him to fit down. 
No wonder if the firſt Couneil of Nice run in their 
| Heads ever aſter; and the ambitious Clergy; like thoſe. 
who have been long athirſt, took ſo much of Conſtan- 
tines Kindneſs, that they are ſcarce come to themſelves. 
again aſter ſo many Ages. The firſt thing was, that 
he acquainted them with the Cauſes of his ſummoning. ; 
them thither; and in a grave and moſt Chriſtian Dif-. 


On: e exharted then * OW the Peace, or) to 4. 
| . 


* 


© .onfly; and you ce 


15 „ 
* * reaſon... Fer (aich 1 
* 1. C 2. the Biſhops being 'met here Fee all. 


Pure, Ny a they uſe to do; bringing their Quarrels about 
"7 1 matters along with them, every one of them was at 
the Emperor offering bim "Petitions, laying out one anothers 
Faults (for all the good Advice be had given them) 
| did were more intent apo theſe things, than upon the Buſt», 
neſt they were ſent for. But he, conſidering that by theſe | 
and Bickerings the main Affair was fruſtrated, 
pointed a. ſet Day, by which all the Biſhops ſhould bring 
 hims' in whatſoever Complaint they had againſt one ano- 
And they being all brought, he made them that 


Scoldings 


Ligh e Comp lement: Got bath made you | 


 nd'bath"giver you — #0' judg me, and therefae 11% 
i jon to juag me righteouſly'; but jon cannot be judged 
by any Men. It is God onlycan judg you, and therefore 
reſerve all your Quarrels to 7 his Tribunal; for you are. 4 
RX. G ud ind it: not convenient that a Man E > 
of whom” it's written, God 
ſtandeth in the Con egation of the Gods, and diſcern- 
eth in the midſt of them. Aud therefore ſetting theſe 
thingy aſide, apply jour Minds without any contention to 
the Concernments of (Gods Religion. "And ſo without 
opening or veading one Petition, he commanded them altoge- 


Jndg of Gods," but be only 


ther to be burnt there in his preſence. An Action of 


Charity and excellent Wiſdom, had but ſome of the 
words been ſpared: For doubtleſs, tho they that would 


have complained of their Brethren, grumbſed a little 


yet thoſe: that were accuſable were all very well ſatiſ⸗ 


f5%d: And thoſe Expreſſions, You can judg we righter 


long 


4 


« ts * n a ry — 
8 ö . G 
j o <  ,u-> AOA2xX _ ten} word 


be judged' by any quuiey el 
0 eee, Ne „ Tow are Gods to me, Brew were ſo 
5 — 4 e 
they believ'd it, and could never think of them after-: 
3 wands bar thei tecth watered 5 and they cuminated ſo 


| loggon them, that Con tines succeſſon came too 
late to repent it. But now the Biſhops, having miſt 
of their great end of Quarrelling one with another, be- 
take themſclves, tho ſomewhat aukwardly, to buſinek; : 
And it is neceſſary to mine, that as. ſhortly as poſſible 
for the underſtanding of it, I give a curſory account 
of Alexander and Arias, with ſome few others that were 
the-moſt intereſted in that general and firſt great Revo- 
lution of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs ſince the days of the A- 
| poſtles. This Alexander was the Biſhop of Alexandria, 
and appears to have been a pious old Man, but not e. | 
qually prudent, nor in Divine things the moſt ca- 
|  pable, nor in oonducting the Affairs of the Church ve- 
ry dextrous; but he was the Biſnop. This Character 
that I have of him, F am the more confirm'd in 
from ſome paſſages that follow, and all of hem perti- 
nent to the Matter before me. They were uſed, So. 
or. I. 2. C. 16. at Alexandria to keep yearly a ſolemn 
Feſtival to the memory of Peter one of their former Bi- 
| ſhops, upon the ſame day that he ſaffere+ Marryrdom; 
which Alexander having celebrated at the Church with 

publick Devotion, was ſitting after at home, expecting 
lone Gueſts to dine with him, Sozom. I. 2. c. 16. As he 
was alone, and looking towards the Sea: ſide, he ſaw a . 
pretty way off the Boys upon the Beach at an odd Recre-- 8 
ation, imitating it ſeems the Rites of the Church, and 
Office of the Biſhops, and was much delighted with the- 
fight as long as it appear'd an innocent and harmleſs Re- 
'* preſentation : But when he obſerved them at laſt, how 

| they acted the very adminiſtration of the Sacred My- 
ſteries, he was much troubled, and ſending for ſome of 
the chief of bis Clergy, caus d the Boys to be taken 
and brought before him. He asked them particularly 
what kind of Sport they had been at, and what the 
* ee a 119 what the del, were * wal had uſed 
2 in: 


5 0 24 N 98 0 
in it. Aſter their FP: badihindred them a while ben 8 
anſwering, and now they were afraid of being filent, 
they confeſ#d that a Lad of their Playfellows, one Atha- 
naſias, had baptized: ſome of them that were not yet 
initiated. into. thoſe Sacred Myſteries. Whereupon Alex- 
ander inguired the more accurately what the Biſhop- of 
the Game had ſaid, and what he did to the Boys he 
had baptiz d; what they alſo had anſwered or learned 
from him. At laſt, when Alexander perceivd by them 
that this Mock · biſnop had made all his Removes right, 


andi that the whole Eocleſiaſtical Order and Rites hae 
been duly obſerved in their Interlude, he, by the Ad. : 


vice of his Prieſts about him, approved of that Mock- 
baptiſm, and determined that the Boys, being once in the 
f of their Minds dipped in the Divine Grace, ought 
nut to be rebaptixed; but he perfected it with the re- 
maining Myſteries, Which it is — lawful for Prieſts 
to adminiſter. And then he delivered Athanaſiar,and the _ 
reſt of the Boys that had acted the parts of Presbjters 
and Deacons, to their Parents, calling God to witooſ 
that they ſhould be educated in the Miniſtry of the 
Church, that they might paſs their Lives in that Cal- 
ling which they had choſen by imitation. But as for 4- 
tbanaſſus, a ſhort while after Alexander took him to live 
with him and be his Secretary, having cauſed him to be 
carefully educated in the Schools of the beſt Gramma- 
rians and Rhetoricians : And he grew, in the opinion of 
all that ſpoke with him, a diſcreet and eloquent Perſon, 
and will give occafion to be more than once mention d 
again in this Diſcourſe. I have tranſlated this in a man- 


ner word for word from the Author. This good · na- 


tur'd old Biſhop, Alerander, that was ſo far from _ 
. thematiling, that he did not ſo much as whip the 
for profanation of the-Sacratnent againſt the Diſcipline = 
N of; the en Nat. 0 more ado left pens for 
HEE, | „ 2 
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| {685 6 © e ) ps 
- oug ON ee; at liberty to regenerate as many more el ils 
on the next Holy-day as they thought convenient: He, 
Socr. l. I. o. 3. being a Man that lived an eaſy and gentle Life, 
| had one 45 called his Prie s and the reſt of lis Clergy to- 
get ber, _ fell on Philoſophizirg divinely among them, 
but ſomething more ſubtly and curiouſly (tho I dare ſay he 
meant no harm) than was uſual, concerning the Holy Tri- 
nity. Among the reſt, one Arias a Prieſt too of ens, | 
_ dria was preſent, whois deſcribed to have been a good 
Diſputant; and others add (the capital Aoculiticn of _ 
k thats times) he had a mind to be a Biſhop, and. bore a 
great pique at Alexander for having been prefet d before 
him to the See of Alexandria. But more are ſilent of any 
ſuch matter, and Sozom. I. I. c. 14. ſaith, he was in great 
eſteem with his Biſhop. But Arius, Socr. L1.c 3. hearing big 
Diſcourſe about the Holy Trinity, and the nit) in the Tri- 
rity, conceiv'd that, as the Biſbop ſlated it, he had reaſon to 
ſuſpect he was introducing afreſh into the Church the Hereſy 
of Sabellius the African, who fatebatur unum eſſe Deum, 
G ita in unam efſentiam Trinitatem adducebat, ut affere- 


5 ret nullam eſſe vere \ſubjeFam proprietatem 'perſonis Sed no- 


mina mutari pro eo atque uſus poſcant, ut nunc de illo ut pa- 
tre, nunc ut fil, nunc ut ſpiritu ſancto diſſeratur. And 
thereupon it ſeems Arius argued warmly for that Opini- 
on, which was directly contrary to the African, driving 
the Biſhop from one to a ſecond, from a ſecond to a 
third, ſeeming - abſurdity ; 3 which 1 ſtudiouſly avoid 


8 a the relation of, that in all theſe things I may not give | 


occaſion for Meds. underſtandings to work by their 
Memories, and propagate the ſame Errors by the ſame 
means they. were firſt occaſion d. But hereby Arins + 
as himſelf blamed as the maintainer* of thoſe Abſur- 
dities which he affixed to the Biſnops Opinion, as is 
ulſual in the heat and wrangle of Diſputation z where- 


as D rd the molt part lies 1 in * middle, but Men 
9 ack ooh ordi. 
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_ ordinarily feek for it in the extrem 
called Hereſies, when being given to meddling with the 
Myſteries of Religion further than Human Apprehen- 


ſion or Divine Revelation did or could lead them, fome 
of the Biſhops were fo ignorant and groſs, but others, 
ſo ſpeculative, acute and refining in their Conceptions, 


that there being moreover a good fat Biſhoprick to 


boot in the caſe, it is rather admirable to me how all the 


Clergy from one end to the other, could efcape from 
being, or being accounted Hereticks. Alexander here- 


upon, Soz. I. 1, C. 14. inftead of ſtilling by more pru- 
dent Methods this new Controverſy, took, doubtleſs. 


with a very good intention, a courſe that hath ſeldom 
been ſucceſsful, makes himſelf Judg of that wherein he 


bad firſt been the Party, and calling to him ſome others 


of his Clergy, would needs ſit in publick to have a ſo- 
lemn fet Diſputation about the whole matter. And 


while Arias was at it tooth and nail againſt his Oppo- 
ſers, and the Arguments flew ſo thick that they dark- 
' ned the Air, and no Man could yet judg which fide 


ſhould have the Victory ; the good Biſhop for his part 


Was at a ſtand, neither could tell in his Conſeience 
of a long time which had the better of it; but ſome- 
times he leand to one ſide, and then to the other, and 


now incouraged and commended: thoſe of one Party, 
and preſently the contrary, but at laſt by his own weight 
he caſt the Scales againſt Arizs.. And from thence for- 


ward he excommunicating- Arins for Obſtinacy, and 


 Arins writing in behalf of his Followers to the Bi- 


E G each one ſtating his own and his Adverſaries 
Caſe with the uſual Candor of ſich Men in ſuch mat- 

ters 5 the Biſhops too every where began to divide upon 

It; and after them their People: Inſomuch that Colne. | 
tige, out of: a-true paternal Senſe and Care, found ne- 
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ceſſary to ſe 


But the Clergy having got this once in the Wind, 


there was no beating them off the ſcent z which in. 
| duced Conflantine to think the convening of this Coun- 
cil the only remedy of theſe Diſorders; and a woful 
- ado he had with them when they were met, to manage 
and keep them in any tolerable decorum. It feemd 


nd a very. prudent and eminent Perſon to 
Alexandria, to try if he could accommodate the mat 
tteer, giving him a Letter to Alexander and Arizr, how - 
diſereet, how Chriſtianslike, I never read any thing of 
that nature equal to it! It is too long for me here to 
Inſert, but I gladly recommend my Reader to it in the 
2 Euſ. de vit Conſt. c. 67. where he begins, I under- 
ſtand the foundation of the Controverſy to have been this, 
| That thou Alexander didſt inquire of thy Prieſts concern- 
ing a e in the Scripture, nay didſt ack tbem concern 
ing a frivolous quillet of a Queſtion what mas each of their _ 
Opinions“ and thou Arius didſt inconfiderately babble 
what thou neither at the beginning couldſt conceive, and if 
ton hadſt conceived fo, onghtſt not to have vented, &o. 


like an Eccleſiaſtical Cockpit, and a Man might have 


laid Wagers either way; the two Parties contending 
in good earneſt either for the Truth or the Victory, 
but the more unconcerned, like cunning Betters, (at 
judiciouſly hedging, and ſo order'd their matters, that 
which ſide ſoever prevail d they would be ſure to be 
Winners. They were indeed a moſt venerable Aſſem- 
bly, compos'd of ſome holy, ſome grave, ſome wiſe, 
and ſome of them learned Perſons 5 and Conſtantine 
lad fo charitably burnt the Accuſations they intended 
againſt one another, which might otherwiſe have de- 
populated and diſpirited the Council, that all of them 
may be preſumed in one or other reſpect to have made 


* 


a great Character. But I obſerve, Soz. I. I. c. 16. that 
ttheſe great Biſhops, altho they only had the deciſive 
6.1777 ⁰⁵⁰ 2; 
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tain Men that were cunning at an Argument, to be 


Auxiliary to them when it came to hard and tough 


Diſputation; beſide that they had their Prieſts and 


Deacons ready at a dead lift always to aſſiſt them: So 
that their Underſtandings ſeem'd to be ſequeſter d; and 
for their daily Faith, they depended upon what their 

Chaplains would allow them. And in that quality 


| Athanaſius there waited upon Alexander, being his 


Deacon ( for as yet it ſeems neither Archbiſhops nor 
=. Archdeacons were invented). And it is not improbable 
that Arhanaſizs having fo early perſonated the Biſhop, 
and ſecing the declining Age of Alexander, would be 


careful that Arius ſhould not ſtep betwixt bim and 


home upon a Vacancy, but did his beſt againſt him to 
bar up his way, as it ſhortly after happen d; Athanaſius 
fucceeding after the Council in the See of Aexandris. 
Inu the mean time you may imagine that Hypoſt aſis, Per- 
ſona, Subſtantia, Subſiſtentia, Eſſentia, Coeſſentiali, Con-— 
ſubſtantialis, Ante ſecula Coeternus, & c. were by fo ma- 


ny Diſputants pick'd to the very bones, and thoſe too 


broken aſterwards to come to the very Marrow of 
Divinity. And never had Conſtantine in his life ſo. 

hard a task as to briag them to any rational Reſults: 
Mee ly and patiently, Euſeb. I. 3. c. 13. de vita Conſt. 
liſtening io every one, taking each Man's Opinion, and 
"without the Aerimony with which it was deliverd, helping 
each Party where they diſagreed, reconciling them by degrees 
2 when the wàwere in the feerceſt C ontention, conferring with - 
them apart conrteouſly and mildly, telling them what was 
bis own Opinion of the matter. Which tho ſome excep- 

_ tious Perfons may alledg to have been againſt the na- 
ture of a free Council, yet truly unleſs he had taken that 
courſe, I cannot imagine how poſſibly he could ever 

have brought them to any Coneluſion. And thus this 
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thought fit to bring along wich them cer- 
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firſt great General Council of Nice, with which the 
| World had gone big ſo long, and which look d ſo big 
upon all Chriſtendom, at laſt was brought to bed, = 
after a very hard Labour deliver*d of Hommoonſios. 
They all ſubſcrib'd to the new Creed, except ſome 
ſeventeen, who it ſeems had rather be Hereticks than 
Biſhops: For now the Axathewa's were publiſh d, and 
wWboever beld the contrary was to be puniſh'd by Depri- 
vation and Baniſhment, all Arian Books to be burned, 
and whoever ſhould be diſcoverd to conceal any of 
Arius his Writings, to die for it. But it fared very 
well with thoſe who were not ſuch fools as to own his 
Opinion; they were all entertaind by the Emperor at 
a magnificent Feaſt, receiv'd from his hand rich Pre- 
ſents, and were honourably diſmiſt, with Letters re- 
commending their great Abilities and Performance to 
the Provinces, and injoining the Nicene Creed to be 
henceforth obſerv'd, with that ſtroke of the Pen, 
Soer, I. 1. c. 6. Fer what three hundred Biſhops have 
agreed on (a thing indeed extraordinary) ought not to 
be otherwiſe conceiud of than as the Decree of God Al. 
mighty, eſpecially ſeeing the Holy Ghoſt did ſit upon the 
Minds of ſuch and ſo excellent Men, and open d his Di- 
vine Will to them. So that they went Itrow with ample 
ſatisfaction 5 and, as they could not but take the Em- 
peror for a very civil, generous, and obliging Gentle- 
man, ſo they thought the better of themſelves from that 
day forward: And how big muſt they look when 
they returned back to their Dioceſſes, having every one 
bol them been a principal Limb of the Oecumenical, Apo- 
ſtolical, Catholick, Orthodox Council ! When the Cata- 
chreſtical Titles of the Church and the Clergy were ſo 
appropriated to them by Cuſtom, that the Chriſtian 
People had relinquiſh d or forgotten their Claim; when 
every Hare that croſſed their way home ward 2 N 
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be, 


© - 9$chiſinatick or an Heretick, and if their Horſe ſtumbled. 
Vith one of them he jncur'd an Auubema Weil it 
was that their Journies lay ſo many ſeveral ways, for 
they were grown ſo cumberſom and great, that the 
_ Emperor's Highway was too narrow for any two of 
them, and there could have been no Paſſage without 
tie removal of a Biſhop. - But ſoon after the Council © © 
Rs © was over, Cuſebias the Biſhop of Nicomedia, and Theg. 
5 ni the Biſhop of Nice, who were already removd 
both by Baniſhment, and two others put in their places, 
were quickly reſtor'd upon their. Petition; wherein 
they ſuggeſted the cauſe of their not ſigning, to have 
been only becauſe they thought they could not with a 
faſe Conſcience ſubſcribe the Anathema againſt Ariu, 
appearing to them both by his Writings, his Diſcourſes, 1 
and Sermons that they had been Auditors of, not to E 
be guilty of thoſe Errors. As for Ariw himſelf, the 2. 
Emperor quickly wrote to him. Ii is nom a conſiderable 
time ſince I wrote to jour Gravity to come to my Tents, that 
jon might injoy my Conntenance 5 ſo that I can ſcarce 
- wonder ſufficiently why jou have fo long delay d it. there- 
fore now take owe of the publick Coaches, and make all ſpeed 
to my Tents, that, having had Experience of my Kindneſs 
and Affection to you, you may return into your own Country. 
God preſerve you moſt: dear Sir. Arixs hereupon (with 


bis Comrade Br, comes to Conftantine's Army, ang 

-  offershim a Petition, with a Confeſſion of Faith that be yu. 
would have paſsd very well before the Nene Council, 

; and now fatisfied the Emperor, Socr: 1. 1. . Ig, 20. 
inſomueb that he writ to Aibanaſius, now Biſhop of 
Alexandria, to receive him into the Church; but Atha- 

5 naſius was of better metal than fo, and abſolutely re- 

flüus'd it. Upon this Comſtantine writ him another threat- 
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bing Letter: Whew you have underſtooll lerely my Plea- 
are, Re that you afford free entrance iflto the Church to 
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all that deſire it: for if I ſhall underſtand that am / 
who deſires to be admitted into the Church ſhould be 
either hindred or forbidden by you, I will ſend ſome 
one of my Servants to remove you from your Degree, 
and place another in your ſtead. Yet Athanaſius ſtood © 
it out ſtill, tho other Churches receiv'd him into Com- 
munion; and the Heretick Novatus Gould not have 
been more unrelenting to lapſed Chriſtians than he was 
to Arivs, But this, joind with other Crimes which 
were laid to Atbanaſiur his charge at the Council of 


Dyre (tho I ſuppoſe indeed they were forged) made 


Alibanaſius glad to fly for it, and remain the firſt time 
min Exile. Upon this whole matter it is my impartial 
opinion, that Arius, or whoſoever elſe were guilty of 


teaching and publiſhing thoſe Errors whereo 


he was 


Ts accuſed,deſervd the utmoſt Severity which conſiſts with 
the Chriſtian Religion. And fo willing I have been to. 
think well of Athanaſirs, and ill of the other, that ! 


have on purpoſe avoided the reading, as I do the na- 
ming, of a Book that I have heard tells the Story quite 
_ otherwiſe, and have only made uſe of the current Hiſto- 


iians of thoſe times, who all of them tell it againſt the 

\ © Arians, Only I will confeſs, that as in reading a partieu- 
lar Hiſtory at a venture a Man finds himfelf inclinable 
to favour the weaker party, eſpecially if the Conqueror 


appear inſolent; ſo have I been affected in reading 


theſe Authors; which does but reſemble the reaſonable 
| Pity. that Men ordinarily have too for thoſe, who, tho 
for an erroneous Conſcience, ſuffer under a Chriſtian 


A Magiſtrate. | And as ſoon as 1 come to Conſtantins, 1 
| ſhall for that reaſon change my Compaſſion, and be 


doubly ingagd on the Orthodox Party. But as to the 


whole matter of the Council of Nice, I muft crave li- 


berty to ſay, that from one end to the other, tho the 
| beſt of the kind, it ſeems to me to have been a pitiful 
« | 5 2 ; ; | N 8 | | : ; | uman 
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8 e late Gith Arche in re ce 
olf otber Woridly Affairs, conducted by 2 Spit 1 
(( arid 2 the firſt, and ſo the 1 i 
Oecumenical Blow that by Chriſtians was given to Chri- 
janity. And it is not from any ſharpneſs of Humour 
that I diſeourſe thus freely of Things and Perſons, much 
leſs of Orders of Men, Sc herwwiſe? venerable, but that 
where ought is extolled beyond Reaſon, and t the 
_ prejudice of Religion,” it is neceſſary to depreciate it 
py true proportion. It is not their Cenſure of Arianiſe, 
bodbr the declaring of their Opinion in a controverted 
Point to the beſt of their underſtanding (wherein to 
the ſmalneſs of mine they appear to have lighted upon 
. , the Truth, had they likewiſe upon the Meaftre) that 
could have mov'd me to tell ſo long a ſtory, or bring 
my ſelf within the danger and aim of any captious 
| Reader, ſpeaking thus with great liberty of mind, but 
tile concern for any Prejudice I may receive, of things 3; 
that are by ſome Men idolized. But it is their impoſi- 
tion of x new Article or Creed upon the Chriſtian 
World, not being contain d in expreſs words of Scrip- 5 
ture, to be believ d with Divine Faith, under Spiritual 
and Civil Penalties, contrary to the Privileges of Reli- 
gion, and their making a Precedent, follow d and im- 
Frov d by all ſucceeding Ages, for moſt cruel Perſtcu- 
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a new Deduction, they undermin'd the Fabrick of Chri- 
© Nianiey': 3, to frame a particular Doctrine they departed 
5 from the general Rule of their Religion ; 3 and for their 
—_— curioſity about an Article concerning Chriſt, they vio- 
—_. Jated our Saviours firſt Inſtitution of a Church, not ſub- 

ject to any Addition in matters of Faith; nor liable to EI 
Compulſion either in Belief or Practice. Far be it from 

me in the Event, as it is from my Intention, to dero- 
Sate from * I N of ay 1 thoſe Creeds or 
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- tions, that only could animate me. In digging thus for 5 
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after the Holy Ghoſt,upan bis depar 


1 AR having thereby a much better opportunity than Ab- 
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Tego of Fah that are receiv d by e upon 
reement with the Seriptures ; nor ſhall I — ag 


= a Mens Impe rtinence and Indiſcretion hereafter ob- 8 


Iige me, pretend to any further knowledg of what in thoſe 
Particulars appears in the antient Hiſtories... But certainly if 


1 | pf Creed had been neceſſary, or at leaſt neceſſary to have 


| poſed, our. — — himſelf would not — left ** 
Church BE a thing of. that moment: Or however, 
ture, as deſcended. upon 
the Apoſtles, and They the the Fre and Brethren. ( for ſo it was 
then 0 were allembled 12 a legitimate Council at Jeriſalear, it 
would have ſeers'd good to the Holy Ghoſt and theme to have ſav d 
the Council of Nice that lahour,.; Or at. leaſt the Apoſtle | 
1257 2. Cor. 12; 2, 4. who. ma canght. up into, Paradiſe, and 
eard mſpeakable- words, which it is. ngs. lawful for. any Man to 


naſius to know the Dodrine of the Trinity, would not have 


23 been wanting, throvgh the abundance of that Revelation, to ſorm 


a Creed for the Church, ſufficient to have put that buſineſs 


beyond Controverſy : Eſpeciall ſceing Hereſies were ſpruo 
up ſo early, and he forelaw others, and therefore does. * 


= _ Tribe the method how, they are to be dealt Vile, — no 


Creed that I read of. 

Shall any ſort of Men preſue to interpret thoſe words, 
which to him were unſpeakable, by a Gibberiſh of their own 
impoſing, and force every Man to cant after them what it is 
not lawful for any Man to utter? Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſpake 
 articulately enough in the Scripture, without any Creed, as 
much as we are or e tobe capable of. And the Miniſtry - 
of the Goſpel is uſeful. and moſt neceſſary, if it were but to 


| prels us to the reading of them, to illuſtrate one place by 
the authority of anot ler, to ioculcate thoſe Duties which 


and ſhowing. within wbat, bounds. 7 are both eircum- 


. Man 
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Man to be able to give a reaſon and aceount of his Faith, 
and to be ready to do it, without officiouſſy gratifying thoſe 
Who demind it only to take advattage; and the more Chri- 
ſtiabs can agree in one Confeſſion of Faith, the better: But 
that we ſhould believe ever the more for a Creed, it cannot 
be expected. In thoſe days that Creeds were 3 | 
and in faſhion, and every one had them at their fingers. ends, 
was the Bible that brought in the Reformation, Tis true, 
a Man would not ſtick tö take two or three Creeds for a 
need; rather than want a Living 3 and if a Man had not a 
good ſwallow, tis but wrapping them up in a Liturgy, Hke 
2 Wafer, and ine whole dele will go down. currently, elfe. 
_ cially if he Wink at the ſame time, and give his Aſſent and 
Donſent without ever looking on them. But without jeſt- 
ing; for rde matter is'too fenious:* Every Man is bound to 
work: ont bi own Salvation with fear and trembling, and there- 
fore to uſe all helps poſſible for his beſt ſatisfaction, hearing, 
conferring, Jo praying for the aſſiſtance of Gods Spi- 
rit ; but when be bath done this, he is his own Expoſitor, 
his 6wn both Miniſter and People, Biſhop and Dioceſß, his 
own Council, and his Confcience excuſing or condemning 
him, accordingly he eſcapes or incurs bis own internal Ana- 
tbema : So that when it comes once to a Creed made and im- 
' poſed by other Men as a matter of Divine Faith, the caſe 
- grows very delicate, while he cannot apprehend, tho the 
Impoſer may, that all therein is clearly contain'd in Scrip- 
ture, and may fear being caught in the Expreſſions to oblige 
himſelf to a latitude or reſtriction, farther than comports 
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Wich bis own Senſe and Judgment. A Chriſtian of Honour, 
when it once comes to this, will weigh. every word, ever 
ſyllable: Nay further, if he conſider that the che e 
of this Council of Nice was but one fingle Letter of the Al- 
phabet, about the inſerting or omitting of an Iota; there 
- mult be either that exactneſs in the form of ſuch a Creed, as I 
dare ſay no Men in the world ever were or ever will be able 
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ü to.m0dulate: EO ARK &rupulous private Judgment muſt 
be admitted, or otherwiſe all Creeds become mere Inſtru - 
ments of Equiyocation or Perſecution. And I mult confeſs, 


when I have ſometimes conſider d with my ſelf the he dulneſ of 


the Non · conformiſts, and the acuteneſs,on the contrary f 


the Epiſcoparians, and the conſcientiouſneſs of both ; I Rave 
thought that our Church might ſafely wave the difference 
9 ed $a Ceremonies, and try.it out upon the Creeds 3 
which were both the more honourable way, and more ſu- 
table to the method of the antient Councils, and yet perhaps 

might do their buſineſs as effectually. F or pne that is a 
Chiiltian in good earneſt, when a Creed is impoſed, will 
ſooner eat Fire than take it againſt his Judgment. There 
have been Martyrs for Reaſon, and it was manly in theme 
but how much more would Men be ſo for Reaſon ee 
ted and Chriſtianized ! But it is an inhuman and unchriſtian 
thing of thoſe Faith. ſtretchers, whoſoever they be, that ei · 
1 put Mens Perſons or their Conſeiences upon the torture, 
to rack them to the length of their Notions ; whereas the 
Beream are made Gentlemen, and ennobled by Patent in 
the Ads, becauſe they would not credit Paul himſelf, whoſe 
Writings now make ſo-preat a part of the New Teſtament, 
until they had ſearched the 7 daily whether thoſe things 
were ſo, and therefore many of them believed. Wherefore, 
altho where there are ſuch "Cieeds, Chriſtians may for Peace 


and Conſcience-ſake acquieſce while there appears nothing 


in them flatly contrary to the words of the Scripture z- yet 
when they are obtruded upon a Man in particular, he will 
look very well about him, and not take them upon any hu- 
man Authority. The greateſt pretence to Authority is in a 
Council: But what then? Shall all Chriſtians therefore take 

- their Formularies of Divine Worſhip or Belief. upon truſt, - 
as writ in Tables of Stone, like the Commandments: de- 
 liverd from Heaven, and to be obey d in the inſtant, not con- 
ſider'd 5 becauſe three * eighteen Biſhops are met 


* 
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10 tire: EI ot which is fb waiſt: be Seryape, 
aft ſome Children,” and they have refolv'd upon't in ſuch a 
manner? No, a "good Chriſtian 1 will not, cannot aſſign and 


indenture his Conſctence over, to be repreſented by others. 


For tho in ſecular Matters, the States of a Kingdom are de- 
puted by their fellow Subjects to tranſact for them, yet it 
oy 7 ſo in Spiritual: Or ſuppoſe it were, yet twere neceſ- 
 fary, as in the Pol; Conſtitution, that nothing ſhould be 
| obligatory as long as there is one Diſſenter, where no Tem- 
poral Intereſts, but every Mans Eternit „ . Salvation are 
concerned: * The Soul is too precious to be let out at Intereſt 
upon any human Security, that does or may fail; but it is 
___only ſafe when under God's cuſtody, in his 'own: Cabinet. | 
But it was a General Council A ſpecial General indeed, if 
you conſider the proportion of three hundred and eighteen 
do the Body of the Chriſtian Clergy, but much more to al! 
Chriſtian Mankind. | But it was a General Free Couneil of 
Bichops f I do not think it ꝑoſſible for any Council to- be 
free that is compoſed only of Biſhops, and where they only 
have the Deciſive Voices; nor that a Free Council, that 
takes away Chriſtian Liberty: Baut that, as it was founded 
upon Uſurpation, ſo it rr Aeber in [mpoſition. But tis 
meant that it was free from all external Impulſion. I confeſs 
that good Meat and Drink, and Lodging, and Mony in a 
Mans Purſe, and Coaches and Servants, and Horfes to at- 
rend them, did no violence to them, nor was there any 
falſe Artiele in it. And diſcourſing now with one, and then 
another of em in particular, 1 the Emperor telling them 
. this is my Opicmion, I underſtand it thus; and. after wards de- 
cClaring his Mind frequently to them in publick ; here's no 
Force neither. Ay ! but there was a hehe way of perſwaſion 
init: And I woe be glad to know whenever, and which 
free General Council it was that could properly be called fo, 
but was indeed a mere Imperial or "Ecclefiaſtical Machine, | 
| es, ark but W ups ſet on yoing,'s * letdown | 


— 


by the Direc on and Band of ns e A 
Free Council is but a word of Art, and can never happen 
but under a Fiſth- Monarch, and that Monarch too to return 
from Heaven: There are ſome that will not allow the ſecond 
General Council of Nice to have been free, becauſe it was o- 
veramed by an Empreſs, and was guilty. of a great Fault 
_ _ "(which — at liberty, they ſay, could have committed) 
the Decree for -worſhiping of Images. At this rate a Chri- 
ſtian may ſeufflle however for one Point among them, and 
_chuſe which Council he likes beſt. But in good earneſt, Þ 1 
do not ſee but that Conſtantine might as well at his firſt Coun- 
cil of Nice, have negotiated the Image- worſfiip, as to pay 
that fup perſtitious Adoration. to the Biſhops 3 and that Pro- 
en e to their Creeds was an Idolatry more pernicious in 
the Conſquence to the Chriſtian Faith, than that under 
which they ſo lately had ſuffer d Perſecution. Nor can a 
Council be 12 to have been at liberty, which lay under ſo 
great and many Obligations. But the Holy Ghoſt was pre- 
ent, where there were three hundred and eighteen Biſhops, 
who were all directed by him. Then, if I had been of 
their Counſel, they ſhould have ſate at it all their lives, leſt 
they ſhould never. ſee him again after they were once riſen. 
But it concerned them to ſettle their Quorum at firſt by his 
Dictates, otherwiſe. no. Biſhop could have been abſent or 
gone forth upon any occaſion, but he let him out again; and 
4t behovꝰd them to be very punctual in the Adjournments. 
is a ridiculous Conception, and as. groſs as to make him of 
the ſame Subſtance with the Council: Nor needs there auß 
ſtronger Ar ument of his abſence, than theit pretence to be 
actuated by him in doing ſuch Work. The Holy Spirit! 
that's a fine pretence. Why if ſo many of them when they 
got together, acted like a] Men, twas s enough | in all. | 
2 reaſon, and as much as could be expected. py 
But this was one Affectation, among many y.others, which : 
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and * Actions and Geſtures peculiar and inberent to the 
Apoſtles, which they miſplaced to their own. behoof and u · 
ſage ; nay, and challenged other things as 8 
were directly contrary to the Doctrine and Practice of the 
Apoſtles. For becauſe the Holy Spiri did in an extraor- 
dinary manner preſide among the Holy Apoſtles at that Le- 
p gitim ite Fof: Jeruſalem, Acts 13. they, tho under an 
ordinary Adminiſtration, would not pretend to lels — 59 
ver came on't. Nay, whereas the Apoſtles in the drawing up 
ol their Decree, dictated to them by the Holy Spirit, ſaid 
no more but thus; The Apoſtlet, Eiders, and Brethren, ſend 
greeting unto the * Brethren o, & c. Foraſmuch as,” &c, It 
Seemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to us to lay upon ou 10 
greater burden than theſe neceſſary things; | that 5e - abſt 


; n cc. from which if ye keep your ſelves jon Kal do wells. 


Fare ye well: This Council forſooth takes upon them 
to denounce every Invention of its own (far from the 


Apoſtolical Modeſty, and the Stile of the Holy Spirit) 


under no leſs than an Anathema. Such was their arro- £ | 


gating to their inferior degrees the ſtile of Clergy, till Cuſ- 
tom hath ſo much prevailed, that we are at a loſs how to 
ip eak properly, either of the Name or Nature of their Fun- 
Ction 3 whereas the Clergy, in the true and Apoſtolicalſenſe, 
were only thoſe whom they ſuperciliouſly always call the 
Laity 5 the word Clerus 
Ne Teſtament, and in that fignification, and in a very un- 
lueky place too, 1 Pet. 5. 3. where he admoniſhes the 
Prieſthood, that they ſborld not lord it or domineer over the 
_ Chriſtian People, Clærum Domini, or the Lord's Inheritance : 
But having uſurpd the Title, I confeſs they did right to af- 
ſume the Power. But to ſpeak of the Prieſthood in that 
ſtile which they moſt affect, if we conſider the nature too of 
their Function, what were the Clergy then but Laymen dif 
guis d, dreſt up perhaps in another Habit? Did not St. P 
. 9 — rather than be idle or bur- 
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never but once uſed in the 
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Apoſtleſhip, to get his Living? But did not theſe, that they 
might neglect their Holy Vocation, ſeek to compaſs ſecular 
Imployments, and Lay Offices? Were not very many of 
them, whether one reſpect their Vices or Ignorance, as well | 
qualified as any other te be Laymen 2 Was it not uſual, as 
oft as they merited it, to reſtore them, as in the caſe even 
of the three Biſhops, to the Lay- -conmmiinion? And whether 
if they were ſo peculiar from others, did the impoſition of 
the Biſhops Hands, or the liſting" up the Hands of the Laity, 
confer more to that diſtinction? And Conſtantine, notwitk⸗ © 
ftandiog his Complement at the burning of the Biſhops Pa- 2 
thought he might make them and unmake them wirn £7 
the ſame Power, as he did his other Lay- Officers. But if the 
_ inferior Degrees were the Clergy, the Biſhops would be the 
Church; altho that word in the Scriptrie-ſenſe is proper 
only to a Congregation of the Faithful. And being by that 
Title the only Men in Ecclefiaſtical Councils, then when 
they were once aſſembled they were the Catholick Church ; 
and having the Holy Spirit at their devotion, wharſvever : 
Creed they light upon, that was the Catholick Faith, "without — 
believing of which no 'Man can be ſaved. By which means 
there wr thenceforward ſo conſtant Perſecutions till this 
day, that had not the little Inviſible Catholic Church, and a 
People that always ſearch'd and beljev'd the Scriptures, made 
| a ſtand by their Teſtimonies and Sufferings, the Creeds had 
_ 'deſtroy'd the Faith, and the Church had ruin d the Religi- 
on: Por thb Sederal Council of Nice, and all others of the | 
fame Conſtitution, did, and can ſerve to no other End or 
Effect, than for a particular Order of Men,by their uſurping 
a truſt upon Chriſtianity; to make their own Price and Mar- 
ket of it, and deliver it up'as oft as they ſee their own _ 
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; 1 may ſay ſo) With its Heels in the Ait, was forced to ſtand 


ſtinate for Power, but 


had been made there bet wirt Homoouſio 
began to appear to them as 4 Difference only ar iſi ing from the 
Tradequation of Languages ; till by degrees they were drawn 
_ -over, and rather than loſe their Biſhopricks, would join, and 
at laſt be the Headmoſt inthe Perſecution of their own for- 
mer party. But the Deacons to be ſure, that ſteer d the 
Elephants, were thorow- pac d, Men to be reckon'd and re- 
5 Hed upon in this or any other occaſion, and would prick on 
to render themſelves Capable and Epiſcopable | upon the firſt 
| Vacancy. For now the Arians in grain, ſcorning to come 
behind the clowniſh Homoouſians in any Eccleſiaſtical Ciyiti- 


that they had practi 
of 2 ans a Creed at Nice £ We will have another Creed for yon 


tr og” HA 
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e the Arian, Party, turn d the wrongiide of Chatte. 
nity, outwa , inverted the Poles of Heaven; and Faith ( 


n its Head, and play Gambols for the divertiſement and 


— pleaſure of the. Homoianſfans, -  Ariaziſm, was the Divinity | 
rat in Mode, and be was an ignorant and ill Courtier, or 
ee that could not dre 
ne Sute for his Conſcience in the Faſhion. And now the 
Orthodox Biſhops (it being given to thoſe Men to'be ob- 
exible in Faith) began to wind a- 
bout inſenſibly, as the Heljotrope Flower that keeps its ground, 
but wreſts its Neck in turning after the warm Sun, from 
Day break to Evening. They could look now upon 
nod of Nice with more en and all that ꝓudder that 


{,- and would not 3 2 


the Sy- 


s and Fools 


ty, were teſolved to give them their full of Perſecution: 


Andi it ſeem d a piece of Wit rather than Malice, to pay them 
in their own Coin, and to url ſqus them in earneſt, by tbe 


repetition and 155 of 2 5 ſame W eu. * 
upon others. you 


at Ariminum, and at Stlencia. Would you not be content 


1 with ſo many ſeveral Projects of Faitb conſonant toScrip- | 
| 2 unleſs you might thruſt the ne word e pn TF 
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it? Tell us the word (was Homoiouſtor) we are now upon 
the Guard, or elſe we ſhall run you thorow. Would you 
Anathematize, Baniſh, Impriſon, Execute us, and burn our 
Books? You ſhall taſte of this Chriſtian Fare, and as you re- 
- liſh it you ſhall have more ont provided. And thus it 
went, Ariaziſm being triumphant; but the few fincere or 
ſtomachful Biſhops adhering conſtantly, and with a true 
Chriſtian Magnanimity, efpecially Atbanaſius, thorow all 
Sufferings unto their former Confeſſions, expiated ſo in 
ſome meaſure what they had committed in the Nicene 
. RR ne r 
_  Sozomen, l. 4. c. 2 5. firſt tells us a ſtory of Eudoxius, 
who ſucceeded Macedonius in the Biſhoprick of Con ſtantino- 
ple ; That in the Cathedral of Sancta Sophia, being mounted 
in his Epiſcopal Throne, the firſt time that they aſſembled 
for its Dedication, in the very beginning of his Sermon to 
the People (thoſe things were already come in faſhion) told 
them; Patrem impium eſſe, Filium autem pium. At which 
when they began to buſtle, Pray be quiet, faith he; I ſay, 
 Patrem impium efſe quia colit neminem, Filium vero Pinms 
quia colit Patrem; at which they then laughed as heartily, as 
before they were angry. But this I only note to this purpoſe, 
that there were ſome of the greateſt Biſhops among the 
 Homoiouſians, as well as the Homoouſtans, that could not re- 
proach one anothers ſimplicity, and that it was not impoſſi- 
ble for the any to be wiſer and more Orthodox than the 
few in Divine Matters. That which I cite him for as moſt 
material, is, his Remark upon the Impoſition then of con- 
trary Creeds 3 Which verily, ſaith he, was plainly the begin- 
ning of moſt great Calamities, foraſmuch as hereupon there fol- 
| lowed a Diſturbance, not unlike thoſe which we before recited, o- 
ver the whole Empire 5 and likewiſe a Perſecution equal almoſt to 
that of the Heathen Emperors, ſeized upon all of all Churches, 
For althoit ſeemed to ſome more gentle for what concerns the _ 
Torture of the Body, yet to 22 8 Perſons it appeared ow 
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Bitter wy, ſevere, by ads of the Diſhonour Fe” Jemeniing z for © 
- both they who ſtirred up, and thoſe: that were afflicted with this 
| Ethos. were cf the Chriſtian Church. - And the Grievance 
therefore was the greater and more ugly, in that the ſame things 
which are done among Enemies, were executed between thoſe of 
the ame Tribe and Profeſſion © Bui the Holy Law forbids us 
to carry our ſelves in that manner, even to thoſe that are without 
ad Aliens, And all this Miſchief ſprung from making of 
Creeds, with which the Bi bops; as it were at Tilting, aim'd 
to hit one another in the Eye,and throw the oppoſite Party 
out of the Saddle. But if it chanced that the weaker Side 
were ready to yield (for what fort of Men was there that 
could better manage, or had their Conſciences more at com- 
unnd at that time than the Clergy?) then the Ariant would: 
uſe a yet longer, thicker, and (harper Lance for the pur- 
pole (for there were never Vacancies ſufficient) that they 
might be ſure to run them down, over, and thorow, and do 
their buſineſs. The Creed of Ariminum was now too ſhort = 
for the Deſign 3 but, ſaith the Hiſtorian, they affix d further 
Articles like Label#to it, pretending lo have made it better, and 
fo ſent it thorow the Empire with Conſtantius bis Proclamation, 
that whoſocuer would not ſubſeribe it ſhauld be baniſb d. Nay, 
they would not admit their own beloved Smilis Subſtantia ; 
but to do the Work thoroughly, the Arians renouncd their 
own Creed for malice, and made it an Article, Filiun Pa- 
tri tam Subſtantia, quam Voluntate, Diſſymilent eſſe. But that. 
ij a ſmall matter with them, provided thereby they may da 
Service to the Church, that is, their Party. So that one 
(ſeriouſly ſpeaking) that were really Orthodox, could not 
then defend the Frutd or himſelf, but by turning old Arian, 
if he would impugn the new Ones 3 ſuch was the ſubtilty. 
What ſhall Il ay more? As the Arts of Glaſs-Coaches and 
Pcrriwigs illuſtrate this Age, ſo by their Trade of Creed- 
making, then firſt invented, we may eſteem the Wiſdom of 
| pt S and Ck his W And in a ſhort 
| 5 ſpace, 


"tans: 


ſpace, as is uſual among Tradeſmen, where it appears gain 
ful, there were ſo many that ſet up of the ſame Profeſſion, - 
that they could ſcarce live by one another. Socr. I. 2. c. 32. 
therefore uſes theſe words, But nom that I have, tandem ali- 


* 


quando, rum through this Labyrinth of ſa many Creeds, I will 


gather up their number : And fo reckons nine Creeds more be- 
ſides that of Nice before the death of Conſtantius (a bleſſed 
Number.) And I believe, I could for a need make them 
up a dozen, if Men have a mind to buy them ſo. And hence 
it was that Hilary, then Biſhop of Poitiers, repreſents that 
ſtate of the Church pleaſantly, yet ſadly: Since the Nicene 
Fynod, ſaith he, we do nothing but write Creeds, That while we 
fight about Words, whilſt we raiſe Queſtions about Novelties, . 
while we quarrel about things doubtful, and about Authors; while 
we contend in Parties, while there is difficulty in Conſent, while 


we anathematize one another, there is none now almoſt that is 
_ Chriſt's. What a Change there is in the laſt Tears Creed? The 


firſt Decree commands, that Homoouſios ſhould not be menti- 
ond. The next does again decree and puhliſh Homoouſios. The 
third does by Indulgence excuſe the word Quſia, as uſed by the 


Fathers in their ſimplicity. The fourth does not excuſe, but con- 
demn it. It is come to that at laſt, that nothing among us, or 
thoſe before us, can remain. ſacred or inviolable, We decree eve- 


ry Tear of the Lord a new Creed concerning God; nay, every 


Change of the Moon our Faith is alter d. We repent of our De- 


crees, we defend thoſe that repent of them; we anathematize thoſe _ 


that we defended; and while we either condemn other mens Opi- 


nions in our own, or our own Opinions in thoſe of other Men, and 


bite at one auother, we are now all of us torn in pieces. This 
Biſhop ſure was the Author of the Naked Truth, and twas 


he that 3mplicitly condemn'd the whole Gatholick Ghurch, 
both Eaſt and Welt, for being too preſumptuons in her | Defini- 


ans; | „ nk! 
It is not ſtrange to me that Julian, being but a Reader in 


the Chriſtian Church, ſhould turn Pagan; eſpecially when | 


NN 


T8 
I conſider that he ſucceeded Emperor after Conſtantias; for 
it ſeems rather unavoidable, in a Man of great Wit, as he 
was, and not having the Grace of God to direct it, and ſpow 
him the Beauty of Religion through the deformity of its 
Governors and Teachers, but that he muſt conceive a loath- 


85 ing and averſion for it: Nor could he think that he did 


them any Injuſtice, when he obferv'd, that beſide all their un- 
chriſtian Immorality too, they practiſed thus, againſt the In- 
ſtitutive Law of their Galilean, the Perſecution among them- 
ſelves for Religion. And well might he add to his other 
Severities, that ſharpneſs of his Wit, both expoſing and ani. 
mad verting upon them, at another rate than any of the Mo- 
dern Practitioners with all their ſtudy and inclination can 
ever arrive at; for nothing is more puniſhable, eontempti- 
ble, and truly ridiculous, than a Chriſtian that walks con- 
trary to his Profeſſion: And by how much any Man ſtands 
with more Advantage in the Church for Eminency, but diſ- 
obeys the Laws of Chriſt by that Privilege, he is thereby, 
and deſerves to be the more expoſed. But Julian, the laſt 
Heathen Emperor, by whoſe Cruelty it ſeemed that God 
would fenfibly admoniſh once again the Chriſtian Clergy, 
and ſhowthem by their own Smart, and an Heathen Hand, 
tmhe nature and odiouſneſs of Perſecution, ſoon died, as is u- 
ſual for Men of that Imployment, not without a remarkable 
e AR DL 
Fet they, as if they were only ſorry that they had loſt ſo 
much time upon his Death, ſtrove as eagerly to redeem it, 
and forthwith fell in very naturally into their former Ani- 
moſities : For Fovianws being choſen Emperor in Perſia, and 
returning homeward, Soer. 1.3. c. 20. the Biſhops of each 
Party, in hopes that theirs ſhonld be the Imperial Creed, 
ſtrait mounted, and rode with Switch and Spur, as if it had 
been for the Plate, to meet him; and he that had beſt Heels 
made himſelf cock-fure of winning the Religion. The M- 
cedonians, who, dividing from the Arians, had ſet up for a 
| JS 2 8 
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new Hereſy concerning the Holy Ghoſt (and they were a 
Squadron of Biſhops) petition d him, that thoſe who held 

HFilium Patri diſſimleme,. might be tura'd out, and themſelves 
put in their places. Which was very honeſtly done, and a- 
bove- board. The Acacians, that were the refined Ariavs, 
| but, as the Author ſaith, had 4 notable faculty of addreſſing 85 
themſelves to the inclination of whatſoever or, having 
good intelligence that he inclined rather to the Conſubſtar- 
_ tals, preſented him with a very fair inſinuating Subſcription 
of a conſiderable number of Biſhops to the Council of Nice. 
Fhnut in the next Emperor's time they will be found to yield 
ükttle Reverence to their own Subſcription; for in matter of 
a Creed, a Note of their Hand, without expreſſing the Pe- 
nalty, could not it ſeems bind one of their Order. But all 
that Fovianus ſaid to the Macedonians, was, 1 hate ¶ontention, ; 
but I lovingly imbrace and reverence thoſe who are inclined to : 
Peace and Concord. To the Acacians, who had wiſely given 
1 theſe the precedence of Application, to try the truth of 
their Intelligence, he ſaid no more (having reſole d by ſweet- 
neſi and perſuaſions to quiet all their Controverſies ) but, That he 
would not moleſt any Man whatſoever Creed be follon d, but 9 2 
ttoſeè above others he would cheriſh and honor, who ſhould ſbom 8 
themſelves moſt forward in bringing the Cburch to a good Agree- 
ment. He likewiſe calld back all thoſe Biſhops who had 
been baniſhed by Conſtantius and Julian, reſtoring them to 
jj their Sees. And he writ a Letter in particular to Athanaſi- 
an, who upon Julian's death had enter'd again upon that 
of Alexandria, to bid him be of good courage. And theſe 
things coming to the Ears of all others, did wonderfully aſſuage 
the fierceneſs of thoſe who were inflam'd with Faction and Con- 
tention : So that the Court having declared it ſelf of this 
mind, the Church was in a ſhort time in all outward ap- 
pearance peaceably diſpoſed, the Emperor by this means 
| having wholly repreſſed all their Violence, Verity, concludes 
the Hiſtorian, the Roman Empire had been omen and _ 
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happy, and both the State and the Church (be bs puts them too in 
that order) ander ſo good a Prince, muſt have exceedingly 
flouriſhed, had not an immature Death taken him away from ma- 
| raging the Government. For after ſeven months, being ſeized = 
with a mortal OlſeruGion, he departed this Life. Did not this 
Hiſtorian, trow you, deſerve to be handled? And is it not, 
now the Miſchief is done, to undo the Charm, become a Duty, 
to expoſe both him and Fovianus ? By their ll 9 Princi- 
ples, Ls would have become o Lat the prime and moſt neceſſary Ar-. 
ticles of Faith * Might vot t old dormant Hereſies, all of them 5 

ſafely have revived Fx 

But that nortal Oh eradtion of che Biſhops, was not by his 
Death (nor is it by their own tobe) removed. They were 
glad he was ſo ſoon got out of their way, and God would 
yet further manifeſt their intractable Spirit, which not the 
perſecution of the Heathen Emperor Julian, nor the gentle- 
neſs of Fovianus the Chriſtian, could allay or mitigate by 
their Afflictions or Proſperity. The Divine Nemeſis exe- 
cuted Juſtice upon them by one anothers hand: And ſo hai- 
nous a Crime, as for a Chriſtian, a Biſhop, to perſecute, ſtood 
in need, as the only equal and exemplary Puniſhment, of 


being revenged with a Perſecution by Chriſtians, by Bi- 5 


ſhops. And whoever ſhall ſeriouſly conſider all along the 

ration of the Emperors, can never have taken that Sa- 
tisfaction in the moſt judicious Repreſentations of the 
Scene, which he may in this worthy Speculation of the 
great Order and admirable Conduct of God's wiſe Provi- 


gdience, through the whole Contexture of theſe exterior, 


Ot ſeeming Accidents, relating to the Ecclchiaſticals Nas Chriſti- 
anity. 


Por to Jovianus ſucceeded Palentiniien; whe in a ſhort time 
' took his Brother Valens to be his Companion ip the Em- 

pire. Theſe two Brothers did, as the Hiſtorian obſerves, 
Siocar. I. 4. c. 1. alike, and equally take care at the begin- 
| . for the En and Government of the State, but 
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very much diſagreed, tho.both. Chriſtians, in matter of Re- 


ligion; Valentinian the elder being an Orthodox; but Valens 


an Arian : And they uſed a different Method toward the 


_ _ Chriſtians; for Valentinian (who choſe the Weſtern part 
of the Empire, and left the Eaſt to his Brother) as he im- 
| braced thoſe of his own Creed, ſo yet he did not in the leaſt 


moleſt the Arians. But Valens not only labour'd to increaſe 


the Number of the A ians, but afflicted thoſe of the con- 
.trary Opinion with grievous Puniſnments. And both of 


em, eſpecially Valens, had Biſhops for their purpoſe. The 
Particulars of that heavy Perſecution under Valent, any one 


may further ſatisfy bimſelf of in the Writers of thoſe Times: 
And yet it is obſervable, that within a little ſpace, while ge 
purſued the Orthodox Biſhops, he gave Liberty to the Na. 


 watians (who were of the ſame. Creed, but ſeparated from 


their Churches, which for a while were ſhut up, to be o- 
pen'd again at Conſtantinople. To be ſhort, Valens (who 


outliv'd his Brother, that died of a natural Death) himſelf 


in a Battel againſt the Goth, could not eſcape neither the 


Fate of a Chriſtian Perſecutor; For the Goths baving made 


application to him, be, ſaith Socrates, not well foreſeeing the 


Conſequence, admitted them to inhabit in certain places of Thra» 


cia, pleaſing himſelf that he ſhould by that means always have an 


Army ready at hand againſt whatſoever Enemies; and that thoſe 
Foreign Guards would ſtrike them with a greater Terror, more 


by far than the Militia of his Subject. And ſo,. ſighting the 
antient Veteran Militia, which uſed to conſiſt of Bodies of Men 


raiſed proportionably in every Province, who were ſtout Fellows 


that would fight manfully ; inſtead of them be levied Mony; 
rating the Country at ſo much for every Soldier. But theſe 


new Inmates of. the Emperor ſoon.grew troublefom, as is 


cuſtomary, and not only infeſted the Natives in Thracia, but 


plunder d even the Suburbs of Conſtantinople, there being no 
armed Force to repreſs them. Hereupon the whole People 
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tem, as I have ſaid, upon Diſcipline, &.) and cauſed - 
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of the City ery'd out at a. publick Spectacle, where Valens 
was preſent neglecting this matter, Give #99 Arms and we 


will manage this War our ſelves. This extremely provok'd 


him, ſo that he forthwith made an Expedition againſt the 


Gothe: But threatned the Citizens if he turn*d in fafety, to 


be reveng d on them both for thoſe Contumelies, and for what, un- 


Manage of the Church by Perſecution. © __ 


der the Tyrant Procopius, they had committed again ;ft the En- 


pire, and that he would raze to the Ground, and plow up the 
City. Net before his departure, ont of fear of the Foreign Ene- 


, be totally cear'd from Tae, the Orthodox in Conſtan- 


tinople: But he was kit” d in the Fight; or flying imo a Village 
that the Goths had ſet on fire, he was there burnt to Aſhes; to 
the great Grief of his Biſhops, who had he been victorious, 


might have reviv'd the Perſecution. Such was the end of 


bis impetuous Reign and raſh Counſels both as to his Go- 
vernment of State; in matters of Peace and War, and his 

His Death brings me to the Succeſſion of Theodoſims the 
Great, than whom no Chriſtian Emperor did more make it 


his buſineſs to nurſe up the Church, and to lull the Biſhops 
to keep the Houſe in quiet: But neither was it in his power 


to ſtill their bawling, and ſcratching one another, as far as 


their Nails (which were yet more tender, but afterwards 
grew like Talons) would give them leave. I ſhall not fur- 


ther vex the Hiſtory or the Reader in recounting the Parti- 


culars, taking no delight neither my ſelf in ſo uncomforta- 
ble Relations, or to reflect beyond what is neceſſary upon 


the Wolfiſnneſs of thoſe who then ſeem d, and ought to have 


been the Chriſtian Paſtors, but went on ſcattering their 


PFlocks, if not devouring, and the Shepherds ſmiting one 


another. In his Reign the ſecond General Council was call'd, 


that of Comſtantinopie, and the Creed was there made which 
took its Name from. the place: The reſt of their buſineſs any 
one that is further curious may obſerve in the Writers. But 

I ſhall cloſe this with a ſhort touch concerning Gregory N. 


Zlanzen, 
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| zhanzen, then iis: than whom al as | Chriſtian Chufch 
had not in thoſe times (and Iqueſtion whether in any ſuc- * 


ceeding) a Biſhop that was more a Chriſtian, more a Gen- 


tleman, better appointed in all ſorts of Learning requiſite, 
ſeaſoned under Julians Perſecution, and exemplary to the- 
higbeſt pitch of true Religion, and Practical Piety. The 
eminence of theſe Virtues, and in ſpecial of his Humility 
(the lowlieſt, but the higheſt of all Chriſtian Qualifications) 
raiſed him under Theodoſia, from the Pariſh-like Biſhoprick . 


of Nazianzam to that of Conſtantinople, where he fl d his 


plac in that Council. But having taken notice in what 
manner things were carried in that, as they had been in for- 
mer Councils, and that ſome of the Biſhops mutter d at his 
Promotion, he of his own mind reſign'd that greatBiſhoprick, 


which was never of his defire or ſeeking 3 and tho ſo highly iS 
ſeated in the Emperor's Reverence and Favour, ſo accepta- 


ble to the People, and generally to the Clergy, whole un- 
equal Abilities could not pretend to juſtify an Envy againſt 
him, retir*d back fir more content to a ſolitary Life to his 
little Nazianzum : And from thence he writes that Letter to 
his Friend Procopins, wherein, p.314. upon his moſt recollected 
and ſerious Refle&ion on what had fallen within his Obſerva- 
_ be uſeth theſe remarkable words: I have reſoly/d with my. 
If (if T may tell you the naked Truth ) never more to come into any + 
406 embly o I Biſhops: for 1 never ſaw a good and happy end of any 
r increaſed than remedied the Miſchiefs : 
For their obſtinate Contentions and Ambition are unexpreſſible. 
It would require too great a Volume to deduce, from the 
death of Theodoſius, the Particulars that happen d in the 
ſuoceeding Reigns about this matter: But the Reader may 
| reckon that it was as ſtated a Quarrel betwixt the Homo- 
_— and the Homoiouſiamt, as that betwixt the Houſes of 
Tori and Lancaſter: And there aroſe now an Emperor of 
one Line, and then again of the other. But among all the 
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could or would (for ſome Men always reap by Diviſion )- 
malie up the fatal Breach betwix# the two Creeds, By this 


means every Creed was grown up to a Feſt, and under that 
pretence the dextrous Biſhops ſtep by ſtep hooked within 


their Verge all the buſineſs and power that could be catch'd 


in thoſe Turbulences, where they muddled the Water, and 


fiſhed after: By this means they ſtalked on firſt to a ſpiritual 

kind of Dominion, and from that ineroached upon and into 
the Civil Juriſdiction. ; A Biſhop now grew terrible, n 
(whereas a ſimple Layman might have frighted the Devil 


with the firſt words of the Apoſtles Creed, and I defy thee 
Satan) one Creed could not protect him from a Biſhop, and 
it requir d a much longer, and a double and treble Con- 
feſſion, unlefs himſelf would be deliver'd over to Satan by 
an Anathema. But this was only an Eecleſiaſtical Sentence 
ar firſt, with which they marked out ſuch as ſinned againſt 


” — 


them, and then hoopd and hollow d on the Civil Magiſtrate 
to hunt them down for their ſpiritual Pleaſure. They crept 
_ at firſt by Court-Infinuations and Flattery into the Princes 


Favour, till thoſe generous Creatures ſuffer?d themſelves to 
be back*d and ridden by them, who would take as much of 


a free Horſe as poſſible; but in Perſecution the Clergy as yet 
_ wiſely interpoſed the Magiſtrate betwixt themſelves and the 
People, not caring, ſo their end were attained, how odious . | 
they render'd him: And you may obſerve, that far the moſt - 


part hitherto they ſtood crouching, and ſnot either over the 


"Emperor's back, or under his belly. But in proceſs of time 


they became bolder and open-fac'd, and perſecuted before 
the Sun at mid-day, Bifhops grew worſe, but Biſhopricks 
every day better and better. There was now no Euſebius 
left to tefuſe the Biſhoprick of Antiochia, whom therefore 
Conſtantine told, That he deſervꝰd the Bifhoprick of the whole 
World for that Modeſty. They were not ſuch fools as Am- 


monius Parotes, I warrant you in the time of Theodoſiu < 


He, Socr. 1,6. c. 30. being ſeized upon by ſore that would needs 
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nale lim « Biſhop, when he could not perfwvadethens to the . 


trary,. cut off” one of bir Cars, telling them that now, ſhould he 


himſelf deſire to be a "Biſhop, he was by the Law-'Pri:ſthood in- 
capable but when they obſervd that thoſe things only obliged the 


Jewiſh Prieſthood, and that the Church of Chriſt did not con- 
ſider whether « Prieſt were ſound or beet in Limb of Body, 


but only that he were intire in his Manners, they return i to ſeize 


on him again; but when he ſaw them coming, he ſwore with a 


ſolemn Oath, that, if to conſecrate him a Biſhop they laid vio- 
lent hands upon him, he would cut out his Tongue alſo; where- 


upom they fearing he would do it, deſiſted. What ſhould have 


been the matter, that a Man ſo learned and holy ſhould have 
ſuch an. averſion to be promoted in his own Order; that, 


rather than yield to be a compelled or compelling Biſhop, 


he would inflict upon himſelf as ſevere a Martyrdom as 
any Perſecutor could have done for him ?, Sure he ſaw 


ſomething more in the very Conſtitution, than ſome do at 
preſent. But this indeed was an Example too rigid, and 


neither fit to have been done, nor to be imitated, as there 
was no danger: For far from this, they follow'd the Prece- 


dent rather of Damaſas and Urſinus, which laſt, Socr. I. 4. 
c. 24. in Valentinian's time perſuaded certain obſcure and ab. 


j je@ Biſhops (for there were it ſeems of all ſorts and fizes) . 
'l to create bim Biſhop in a Corner; and then (ſo early) le and _ 


Damaſus, who was much the better Man, waged War for 


de Biſhoprick of Rome, to the great Scandal of the Pagan 
Writers, who made Remarks for this and other things upon 


their Chriſtianity, and to the Bloodſhed and Death of a 
multitude of the Chriſtian People. But this laſt I mention d 
only as a weak and imperfect Eſſay in that time, of what 


it came to in the ſeveral Ages after, which I am now fpeak- 
ing of, when the Biſhops were given, or gave themſelves over 


to all manner of Vice, Luxury, Pride, Ignorance, Super- 


ſtition, Covetouſneſs, and Monopolizing of all Secular Im- 


ployments and Authority: Nothing could eſcape them: 
ä c 4 


They meddled, troubled themſelves and others with many 
things, every thing, forgetting that one, only needful - Inſo- 
much that I could not avoid wondring often, that among ſo 
many Churches that with Paganick Rites they dedicated to 


St. Mary, I have met with none to St. Martha, But above 


all, Impoſition and Cruelty became inherent to them, and 


ww the Power of Perſecution was grown ſo good and defirable | 


a thing, that they thought the Magiſtrate ſcarce worthy to 


be truſted with it longer, and a mere Novice at it, and ei- 
ther wreſted it out of his hands, or gently eaſed him of 

that and his other Burdens of Government. The Sufferings 
of the Laity were become the Royalties of the Clergy ; 
and, being very careful Chriſtians, the Biſhops, that not a 


. word of our Saviour might fall to the ground, becauſe he 
lad foretold how Men ſhould be perſecuted for his Names 


- fake, undertock to ſee it done effectually in their dwn Pro- 
vinces; and out of pure Zeal of doing him the more Ser- 
vice of this kind, inlarged ſtudiouſly their Dioceſſes be- 
yond all proportion. Like Noſtradamus his Son, that to 
fulfil his Father's Prediction of a City in France that ſhould 
be burned, with his own hands ſet it on fire. All the Cala- 
mities of the Chriſtian World in thoſe Ages may be de- 
rivd from them, while they warm'd themſelves at the Flame ; 
and, like Lords of Mifrule, kept a perpetual Chriſtmas. 
Wbat in the Biſhop's name is the matter? How came it 


aVbout that Chriſtianity, which approvd it ſelf under all 


Perſecutions to the Heathen Emperors, and merited their 
* Favour ſo far, till at laſt it regularly ſucceeded to the Mo- 
. © narchy, ſhould under thoſe of their own Profeſſion be more 
. diſtreſſed ? Were there ſome Chriſtians then too, that feared 
© {till left Men ſhould be Chriſtians, and for whom it was ne- 
ceſſary, not for the Goſpel-reaſon, that there ſhould be Here- 


fer? Let us collect a little now alſo in the Concluſion, what 


2121 firſt was not particularizd, how the Reaſon of State and | 


Mieaſure of Government ſtood under the Roman Emperors, 
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in aſpect to them. I omit Tiberius, mention d in the be- 


ginning of this Eſſay. Trajan, after having perſecuted 


them, and having us'd Pliny the ſecond in his Province to 
that purpoſe, upon his relation that they liv'd in Confor- 


mity to all Laws, but that which forbad-their Worſhip, and 


WO all other things were blamelefs, and good Men, ſtraitly 


by his Edict commanded that none of them ſhould be far- 


ther enquir d after. Hadrian, in his Edict to Minutius 
Fundanus, Pro- Conſul of Aſie, commands him that, I any 
accuſe the Chriſtians, and can prove it, that they commit any 


thing againſt the State, that then he puniſh them according to 


..- Crime: but if any Man accuſe them, merely for Calumny 
and Vexation, as Chriſtians, then i Faith let him ſuffer fort, 


and take you care that he feel the ſmart of it. Antoninus Pins 


Vrit his Edict, very remarkable if there were place here to 


recite it, to the States of Aſia aſſembled at Epheſus, wherein 
he takes notice of his Fathers Command, that, »nleſs the 


Chriſtians were found io ad any thing againſt the Roman Em- - 
pire, they ſhould not be. moleſted; and then commands, that if 
any Man thereafter ſhall continue to trouble them, tanquam tales, 
43 Chriſtians, for their Worſhip, in that caſe he that is the In- 
former ſhould be expoſed to Puniſhment, but the Accuſed ſhould 


be free and diſcharged. I could not but obſerve that among 


other things in this Edict, where he is ſpeaking, It is deſirable 
t them that they may appear, being accuſed, more willing to die for 
their God than to live: He adds, It would not be amiſs to admo- 


niſb you concerning the Earthquakes which have, and do now hap- 


den, that when you are afflided at them, you would compare our 
Affairs with theirs; They are thereby the more incouraged to a 

. confidence and reliance upon God, but you all the while go on in 
jour Ignorance, and neglect both other Gods, and the Religion 
towards the Immortal, and baniſh and perſecute them unto death. 


Which words of that Emperor fall in ſo naturally with what 


| it ſeems was a common Obſervation about Earthquakes, : 
that I cannot but to that purpoſe take further notice, how 


alſo I 
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alſo Gregory Nazianzen, in Or. 2. contra Gentiles, tells, be- 


a * 


ſides the breakings in of the Sea in ſeveral places, and many 


he reckons as Symptoms of Julians Perſecution. And to this 


I may add Socr. J. 3. c. 10. who, in the Reign of Valens, that 


Rs 


notorious Chriſtian Perſecutor, faith, at the ſame time there 
was an Earthquake in Bithnia, which ruind the City of 
Nice (the ſamè in which that General Council was held un- 
der Conſtantine) and a little after there was another. But 
alt bo theſe ſo happen d, the minds of Valens and of Eudoxius, 
the "Biſhop of the Arians, were not at all ſtirred up unto Piety, 
and a right Opinion of Religion For nevertheleſs they never 
ceaſed, made no end of perſecuting thoſe who in their Creed 
diſſented from them. Thoſe Earthquakes ſeem d to be certain In- 
dications of Tumult in the Church. All which put together, 
could not but make me reflect upon the late Earthquakes, 
great by how much more unuſual here in &gland, thorow- 
ſo many Counties, ſince Chriſtmas, at the ſame time when 
the Clergy ſome of them were ſo buly in their Cabals to 
promote this (I would give it a modeſter Name than) Per- 


__ _ -- ſecution, which is now on foot againſt the Diſſenters, at ſo 


unſeaſonable a time, and upon no occaſion adminiſtred by 
them, that thoſe who comprehend the Reaſons, yet cannot 
but wonder at the Wiſdom of it. Now tho I am not one 
of the moſt credulous nickers or appliers of natural Events 
to human Tranſactions: yet I cannot be fo ſecure as the 
learned Dr. Spencer, nor can walk along the World without 
having ſome eye to the Conjunctures of God's admirable 
Providence. Neither was Marcus Aurelius (that I may re- 
turn to my matter) negligent as to this particular. But he 
obſerving, as Autoninus had the Earthquakes, that in an Ex- 
pedition againſt the German, and Sarmatians, his Army 
being in deſpair almoſt; for want of Water, the Melitine 
(afterwards from the Event cail'd the Thundring) Legion, 
which conſiſted of Chriſtians, knee d down in the very 
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best of their Thirſt and Fight, praying for Rain; which 
Poſture the Enemies wondring as, immediately there brake 


out ſuch a Thundring and Lightning as, together with the 
Chriſtian Valour, routed the adverſe Army; but ſo much 


Kain fell therewith, as refteſned Aurelius his Forces that 


- were at the laſt gaſp for Thirſt: He thenceforward com- 
manded by his Letters, that upon pain of Death none ſhould 
inform againſt the Chriſtians,” as Tertullian in his Apology for 
the Chriſtians witneſſes, © But who would have believ'd that 
even Commodus, ſo great a Tyrant otherwiſe, ſhould: have 
been ſo favourable as to make a Law; that the Informers 
againſt Chriſtians ſhould be puniſh'd with Death? Yet he did, 
and the Informer againſt Apollonius was by it executed. 

Much leſs could a Man have thought that that Prodigy of 
_ Cruelty, Maximine, and who exercis'd it ſo ſeverely upon 
the Chriſtians, . ſhould, as he did, being ſtruck with God's 
hand, publiſh when it was too late Edict after Edict in great 
favour of the Chriſtians. But above all, nothing could 
have been leſs expected than that, after-thoſe Heathen Em- 
perors, the firſt Chriſtian Conſtantine ſhould have been ſe- 
duced by the Biſhops, to be after them the firſt occaſion of 
Perſecution, ſo contrary to his own excellent Inclination : 


Twas then he ſpake his own Mind, when he faid, Exſ. de vit# _ 


Conſt. 69. You onght to retain within the bounds of your private 
thoughts thoſe things which you cunningly and ſubily ſeek out 
concerning moſt frivolous Queſtiont. And then much plainer, 
c. 67. where he ſaith ſo wiſely : Ton are not ignorant that the 
Philoſophers all of them do agree in the Profeſſion of the ſame 


 » Diſcipline, but do oftentimes differ in ſome part of the Opinions 


' which they dogmatize in; but yet, altho they do diſſent about the 
Diſcipline that each ſeveral Sect obſerveth, they nevertheleſs re- 
concile themſelves again for the ſake of that common Profe De to - 

which they have concurred, But againſt Compulſion in Reli- - 


gious Matters he faith ſo much every where, that it is needleſs * | 


to inſert one Paſſage : And he being of this Diſpoſtion, and 
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univerſally famous for his Care and Countenance of the 

— Chriſtian Religion; Cxſebins ſaith theſe words: While tbe 
People of God did glory and ennoble themſelves in the doing of 
good things, and all fear from without was taken away, and the 

Church was fortified; as 1 may ſay, on all ſides by a peateable 


. and illuftriows Tranquility; then Envy lying in wait againſt our 
Proſperity, craftily crept in, and began Fa to dance in the 


midſt of the company of Biſhops. So he goes on, telling the 
Hiſt rr Alexander and Arins. I have been before large 


enough in that Relation, wherein it appeared that, contra- 
ry to that great Emperor's pious Intention, whereas Envy 


_ began jo dance among the Biſhops firſt; the good Conſtantine 


brought them the Fiddles. But it appeard likewiſe how 
ſoon he was weary of the Ball, and toward his latter end, as 
Princes often do upon too late experience, would have re- 
- dreſſedall, and return d to his natural Temper. Of the o- 
ther Chriſtian Emperors likewiſe diſcourſsd, omitting, that 
I might inſert it in this place, how the great Heathen Philoſo- 
pher Themiſtius, in his Conſular Oration, celebrated Fovia- 
unt for having given that Toleration in Chriſtian Religion, 
and thereby defeated: the flattering Biſhops, which ſort of 
Men, ſaith he wittily, do act worſhip. God, but the Imperial 
It was the ſame. Thewiſiias that, only out of an upright 
natural apprehenſion of things, made that excellent Orati- 
on afterwards to Valens, which is in print, exhorting him to 
ceaſe Perſecution; wherein he chances upon, and improves 
the ſame Notion with Conſt antine s, and tells him, That he 
| ſhould not wonder at the Diſſents in Chriſtian Religion, which 


—_ 


were very ſinall, if compar d with the multitude and croud of 


Opinions among the Gentile Philoſophers ; for there were at leaſt 


three hundred Differences, and a very great diſſenſion among 


them there was about their Reſolutions, unto which each ſeveral 


Seck was as it were neceſſarily bound up and obliged : and that 


| God ſeemed to intend more to illuſtrate his own Glory by that 
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this had a good effect upon 
ſome meaſure bis Severitiesaga 


that after having eaſt about, in this Summary Bo 
ars that, accordifig to natural Right, auc 1 5 


by it P 

_ the a echo of all ſober- Heathen Governors, Chriſtia.” | 
nity as a Religion, was wholly e 
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and certaitter, and 1 will adventure boldly to fay, the true 

85 2 fogle Cauſe then was the Biſhops. 

. Cauſe againſt Reaſon : For what Power had the Empe- 

Chriſtians, more than thoſe had before. 

tion were Chriſtian Subj; jects 
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them? None. 
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ſtrite more than before? None. Bile the, 3 


orks, but 


of 


10 Evil.” What new Power had the Biſhops 2 2 | 
by they turned every Pontifcate into a Caiaphat ? None nei- 
ther. 2 Cor. 10. 8. Had they been Apoſtles, The Lord. B 


but given them Authority for 
of all other, ought to have preach d to the Magiſtrate, 
1 terrible Denunciations in Scripture againſt uſurping up- 


on und perſecuting of Chriſtians :* They, of all others, 


cation, not for 


eftrution. 


ought. 
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a Sethe ee eee ee 
Ws bare im order to all manner of Oppreſſion and Nerſecu- 
tion ig Civils and Spiri wituals, - Hora ee ee how; 


TP _ this Uncbriſtian Themnay. came and could entitle it ſelf a- 


Chriſtians, : again the Chriſtian Privileges, was only: 
1 8 in Zech. 18. 6, 7. Aud one 72427 unto bins, What | 
are theſe Mounds in thy Hands 2 Then he ſhall anſwer, Thoſo: 


3 . manned ta the Houſe N Be- 5 


cparlly, and: 


cauſe they were all Chriſtians, they thought forſooth tl 
night 3 bolder with them, make bolder wich Chriſt, 
ic "69 e Hands and Feet e 
bers. Becauſe th y were Friends, they mi Int 5 | 
AI. mmon v1 Ky, in. . 
their own Houſe, which is a Protection to Strangers. And, 
all this to the end that a Biſhop might fit with the Prince in. 
2 ane, to conſult wiſely how to preſerve bim from. 2 
Pepple chat never meant him any harm, and. to: ſecure him- 
' _ fromthe Sedition and Rebellion of Men. that rake vor tink. 


a thing more but ta follow their on relig. 
„ It was indeed as ridiculous a thing. 


apiſts and Proteſtants went both to wrack 
at the ſame inſtant, in the ſame Market: And when Eraſaves 
ſaid wittily, Laid agitur in Anglia ? Conſalitur he might have 
3 . ſo. eleg yy. Comburitur de Religione. Be- 
* riltian Worſhip was. free by Chriſt's, 
ee to make Laws: in LE Y 


5 20s to ſee that Work, as it was aſterwards in England. — 
_ _ Strangers, where P 


aa Thar if Glr ians ſb 
be able 10 bring them 7 10 


deſigned : Bui if they mould not, e might proceed a ws 
hp th. em without j hope of pardon, as breakers of the Laws 


of | the Empire, and repraſent them 4 turbulent amd dan- 
gerous to the . Indeed, whatſoever ſome may 
ſay of the Act of Seditious Conventicles here in Eagland, 
as if it were anvild after another of the Rowan Senate, the 
Cbrilkiang of thoſe Ages had all the fineſt Tools of perſecu- 
tion out of Julians Shop, and ſtudied him then as-curionfly 


4 as ſome do now, Macchiavel. Theſe Biſhops they were who, 


= Sigh of 2 was incompaibl 0 b 35 Power 
ey . aſſumed, and the Vices .practif now 

to render themſelves | y or tolerable-to. Princes, = 
by making true Piety difficult, by innovating Laws to 
revenge themſelves 9 — it, and Baumer Makebates between 
Prince and People, inſtilling Dangers of which themſelves 
were the Authors. Hence it is, that N awakened this 
jealouly once in the Magiſtrate. againſt Religion, they made 
both the Secular and the Eccleſiaſtical Government ſo uneaſy 
to bim, that moſt Princes began to look upon their Subjects 
as their Enemies, and to imagine a Reaſon of State different 
from the Intereſt of their People; and therefore to weaken 
themſelves by ſeeking unneceſſarꝝ and grievous Su 


pports to 
their Authority. Whereas if Men could 1 52 | 


this cunning, and from thence r 
my leaving it to its own fimplicity, and due iberty, but | 
cauſin 


them in all other things to keep the King's 22 F 


"Chriſt's Peace, among, themſelves, and towards 22 all 
the ill that could haye come of it would have been, that 
1 5 kind of Biſhops ſhould haye proy'd leſs implemental;\ 

but the good that muſt have thence riſen to the Chriſtian 


"Magiſtrate and the Church, then and euer after, would 
08 been inexprefiible.. © ; 
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be imp. ot Ne Ae earn not to concern ( * 

geßire that i may not reflect upon) out Clergy, nor tbe 

. Controverſies which have ſo unhappily'vex?d our Church, 5 

ever ſines the Reign of Edward the Sixth to this day: On- 

y, if — ths de ſomething pick d out of it wat the 

ka ing of of thoſe Differences: (which T have not from 
ee e anceof br per to e, d Dit it m 7 be | 


a oy "the 2 ry Wont; 2. V Fig to cober 
iprote@ ber; tba Kings and Queens are her Nurſing Fathers 
2 Neri Buber, that het foe hath ſtateſy Cathedrals. Ther 133 
be ſo wany 5 uments new to make Ceremonies neceſſary, K 
Which may e anfivered with one Queſtion that they uſe 
| = al cken Mbere are you prond 2 But I ſhould rather 
hope from the Wiſdom and Chriſtianity of the preſent 

Ge of our Church, that they will (after an Age and 
I "after ſo long a time almoſt as thoſe Primitive Biſhops 
1 haye Tp ke of; yet ſuffered the Novatian Biſhops in ery | 

| | . oo the Nation, 7 7 1 en upon 
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1 es "I 
* | u e | ay, as * 1 a 
by 3 His ak? D eyotions, j ! es Cap one Galea to 


the ee, Eꝛſeb. de vitd Conſt. c. 


"Dies * 2 28 Nodes — expres. "Andi it rus thus 
bs "almoſt £ 
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Fo 
pre by your good agreemem the way to'me, that I may 
my Refedition taward! the Eaſt; and grant that Tmay ſer both 
Jon and all the reſt of my People, 1721 laid ade your Ani mo- 
tier, rejoicing together, that we may all with one Voice give lad 
and glory, for the common good, agreement and liberty, to God 
Almighty f 

his Majeſ 
unreaſonable requeſt that they will be merciful unto them- 


ſelves, and have ſome reverence at leaſt for the naked Truth 
of Hiſtory, which either in their own times will meet with. 
them, or in the next Age overtake them: That they, who. 
are ſome of them ſo old that, as Confeſſors, they were the- 
Scars of the former Troubles; others of them ſo young,thit 
they are free from all the Motives of Revenge and Hatred, 
ſhould yet join in reviving the former Perſecutions upon che 
ſame Pretences; yea, even thetmſelves hh turbulent, mili- 


| 55 1 ſeandalous aboliſh'd,. but that alſo.u Ad good an o- 


; Has? as the Author of the Naked Truth, 
chem, they will inſpe@ their Clergy, and 75 many thin 


* # Ag 
TY 5 4” ©. 


. 7 * 55 . N Te 
Alon Mets 2 in that Hiſtorianʒ G 1 ? 


merciful Biſhop and Prieſt, that I may have calm das and nights, - 


e. from care and moleſtation, that I may live a peaceable fs in k : 28 
all godlineſs and honeſty for the 1 by your good Agreement; * 
which unleſt you vouchſafe me, Joel waſte away my Reign in 

Perpeinal Sadneſs and vention: For && long as the People of 
od flands divided by fo unjuſt and a 4 Contention, how - 


cen be that I can bave any eaſe in my own Spirit 5 Opes there-_ 
cone 


for ever, Amen. But if neither the People, nor 
y, enter into their confideraticn, L hope it is no. 


tary, and Uuncahonical' Ta execute Laws of their own : 
Pony dep ute their inferior Chen rgy to be theInfor- 
5 d Kalter hope to ſee, not on y that Controver- 


E( Nee 1 2 are fat more ruinous in the Conte. 


0 . 7 an I "the diſpen ng with a -Surplice, _ I ſhall men- 
tion ſome too o cn aſedly,; as they occur to my Pen at pre- 
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4 Gaol be in a. * [forks 8 inter 

ode 1 That they 8 the Canons of the an- 

tdttent Sau _—_— are many excellent ones for the regu- 
lation of the Clergy. I ſaw o 

of the ſame Council of & ice, againſt any Biſhops removing 

from a leſs Biſhoprick to a greater, not that any of the In- 


4 ferior Clergy ſhould leave a le Living for a fatter. _That-is, ; 


_methinks, themoſt natural uſe of General or any 'Counc ils 

to make Czuons, as it were By-Laws, for the $I of \ 
- -theirown Society; but they ought. not to take out, much 
| leſs forge any Patent to invade and prejudice the Commu- 


dity. It were good that the greater Churchmen relied more | 
upon themſelves, and their own direction, not building too 


much upon ſtripling Chaplains;; that Men . may not ſuppoſe 
the Maſter. Gs age thathas a ad orſe, or a fleet Hound) i 
attributes to himlelf the Virtues of his Creature. That they 


Fs | _ -inſpe&che Morals of the Clergy : The Moral Hereticks do 


be Church more harm than all the Nonconformiſts can do, 
br can wiſh it. That before they admit Men to ſubſeribe 
the Thirty: nine Articles for a Benefice, 'they-try whether 
 _ they know their meanin That they would much recom · 
I mend. to. them the reading of the Bible. Tis a very good 
Book, and if a Man read it carefully, twill make him much 
wiſer. That they would adviſe hem to keep the Sabbath : 
If there were no Morality in the Day, ye 
 deahof; Prudence.in-the obſerving it. 1 
truck hole that came for Holy 58 e wel 
das a terrible Vocation they e 19 85 
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e, looking but among thoſe = 
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of If Whittington, in chad thi 
the Bells may ſo chime, that they come in their Turns to be 


 Lord:Mayors of Lambeth. That they make them under 
ſtand, as well az they can, what is the Grace of God. That 
they do not come into the Pulpit too full of Fuſtian of Lo-—- 
V Sic: a good Life is a, Clergy- mans beſt Syllogiſm, and the 
/ quainteſt Oratory ; and till they outlive them, they will ne-: 
venget the better of the Fanaticks, nor be able to-preach ._ 
with Demonſtration of Spirit; or with any Effect or Autho- e 
. That they de minded; and no Railers. W 
And particularly, that the Archdeacon of Canterbury 5 


"on 1 is hr 3 


not continue to revenge himſelf upon the innocent Malloon. 3 
there, by theit Church. which ſubſiſts upon the Ec — © 
r bis M e of his 1 * 1 


r th t ene e ime; and to e 5 
Abet! is aw, eight perhaps be as endleſs\ as en number. 
e: Nor are they within the = 

my Capacity, and our Expo Ole will think L hereforgor Un; 5 


7 113 1 


croubld 20 find a . owplemene for ene Perſon. 14 
muſt be thus : Ig Fs. 5 N n e ie 2 | a 


- Lwill not ſay +2. Popilixe fil 3 eee v 
* fhenee | "Eſchines, nor as the moſt Learned P. FErodizs,” 
or the Jeſuit Gaar Scottus ſaid to the Animadverter, nor as 
Dalabella ſaid to Cicers, nor as the Chriſtian Cicero ſaid to the 
| Engle Parliament, nor as the-Rowen Centurion ſaid to the 
 Romun Enſign: But I Will ſay ſomethin z like what Leonas 
(that preſided from Conſt antint at the Council! at Selencis, 


| when they made an endleſs diſputing to no purpoſe) ſaid to 


them; not Abite igitur & in Eccleſid nugas agite-z but, good 
Mr. Expoſer, what do you foitering like an idle Scholar, and. 
3 ou in r Get PO home © again, or it 45 N 
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you will, at your own College. 
: Skin) that; Hicroglyphical 'Quibble of the Great Oun on 


But to the judicious 1 ſerious Reader, to hum with- 
any thing I have ſaid, may have given no unwelcome En- 


it no leſs concerned me to vindicate the Laity from the Im- 
moxeover 1 judged my ſelf moſt pri 

the Naked Truth to have been 
verend Mr. :Hooker: foretold, 
Almighty, that with us Contentions are now at the higheit- 


witb ten times redoubled Tokens « 
Abren of Joſeph, were at the time 
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were better IM you; and expoſe and animadvert, as long s 


But as to a new Book freſh ac outidti de The Author 
of the Naked Truth: ſtrip'd naked (to the F ell, or to the 


the Title Page, will not excuſe Biſhop Fang! 5 for his Ser- N | 
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mon is ſtill expected. £2012 1 is 
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tertainment 3 I ſhall only ſo far juſtify my ſelf, that I thought 


fitions that the Few would force upon them, than him to 
defend thoſe 1 tions on behalf of the Clergy. - And 
oper for the Work, it 
not being fit that ſo ſlight a Pamphlet as his ſhould be an- 
ſwerd by any Man of great Abilities For the reſt, I take 
t of that Effect which Re- 
Pref. to Scl. Polie „ P. 16 
The time will come when three Words, attered with Chertt and.” 
Meekneſs, ſhall receive a' far more bleſſed Reward; than three 


thouſand Volumes written with diſdainful ſharpreſs Wit... 
And I ſhall colidude with him in his- cloſe 5 ves of the 


and that the day will cont ( for what "Canſe.is there of deſpair ) 
when the Paſſzons of Saua being allay d, Men foalty, 
unfeignedly reconciled Love, 
ſbem themſelves each to other the ſun which Joleph,-and'the Bre- 
of their interview in Egypt. 
And upon this condition, ler my Book alſo (yea my ſelf if 
it were e hag be burnt 055 hand 1 lle Adee, 7 
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